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логически можно датировать началом II в. до н. э., то вопрос о времени ее завершения пока 
остается открытым. Можно предполагать, что финал улуг-хемской культуры относится ко 
времени общего заката господства хунну на исторической арене на рубеже эр, когда они 
потеряли свои позиции и на Саяно-Алтае, а позднее их место занимают племена сяньби. 
В Туве с эпохой сяньби можно предварительно связывать могильник Аймырлыг XXXI,  
где встречаются предметы сяньбийской торевтики. В это же время здесь, вероятно, по-
являются памятники кокэльской культуры, происхождение и время появления которой 
также пока остаются открытыми (Савинов 2003: 52–53).
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In the epoch of the flowering of the Hunnu State, the territory of Tuva and the entire Sayan-Altai 

region came to be under its power. This resulted in essential ethnical and cultural changes leading to 
disappearance of the local “Scythian” population here. The latter was replaced by foreign tribes which 
penetrated Tuva as the immediate conquerors or newcomers pertaining to the Hunnu confederation. 
These historical processes were reflected in the replacement of archaeological cultures in Tuva where a 
new Ulug-Khem culture close to the culture of Hunnu appeared.

The results of excavations of the cemeteries of Ala-Tey and Terezin relate the historical stage when 
Tuva was part of the Hunnu State with the Ulug-Khem culture which is an archaeological reflection 
of that epoch. Its appearance in Tuva is datable to the early 2nd century BC, while the time of its end is 
still unclear. It can be just supposed that this time was that of the general decline of the domination of 
Hunnu at the turn of the eras. 
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The geographical proximity of the Eurasian steppe to China determines and under-

pins interactions of the inhabitants of these two regions. Early Chinese dynasties, the Shang  
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(c. 1500–1046 BC) and the Zhou (1046–221 BC), occupied the low agricultural land of the middle 
and lower Yellow River basin, known as the Central Plains. Lowland, originally forested, formerly 
known as Manchuria, reaches the Amur River and forms a clear link with the steppe. More critical 
links with the steppe are created by the highland of the steppe extending south of the Mongolian 
plateau and forming an Arc of mountains, deserts and forests around the Central Plains (Rawson 
2017), with rivers running towards the Central Plains, encouraging contact from north to south. 
The peoples of the Central Plains also pushed north.

From the mid-third millennium BC, a continuous interaction between the peoples of the steppe, 
the Arc and the Central Plains’ can be tracked in distinctive materials and specific methods of buri-
als (Rawson 2020). The principal Zhou period elite burial type is easily identified, with a rectangular 
vertical pit, a wooden coffin chamber at the base and one or two inner coffins. The main occupant was 
placed on his or her back in an extended supine position; attendants or animal parts were very rare.

The collapse of the central authority of the Zhou in 771 BC coincided with the growth of mount-
ed warfare and the use of iron in the steppe, impacting on central China and seen in changes in 
burial practices. A remarkable tomb at Heyatou in Shandong province, the area of the eastern Qi 
state, (probably of the 6th to 5th centuries BC), although robbed, displays two features with northern 
origins: a central enclosure of the main burial with a stone encasement, mirroring the burials of 
outsiders in the tombs of the Upper Xiajiadian period in the northeast; even more impressive, is a 
ring of 600 neatly laid horses around the outer perimeter (Zhang, Luo 1984: pl. 3). Such a display of 
horses, unknown within central China, resulted from interests in horse sacrifice in Mongolia and the 
Eurasian steppe. Other Qi state tombs retained burial of attendants in their own coffins, indicating 

Fig. 1. General view of a reconstruction of the 6th century tomb at Bengbu, displayed in the site museum 
at Bengbu, Anhui province. At the centre are the coffins of the main occupant and attendants, with a large 
wooden box holding a group of bronzes and ceramics and, in a separate section, animal bones. Imitation 
boulders in clay ring the pit. Above them, to the right, is a model of the mounds and stones under the main 
mound and, to the left, a reconstruction of the radiant pattern of lines in white clay. Author’s photograph
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again contact with the north where this was customary (Grjaznov 1984: fig. 6). Qi tombs also have 
large mounds, presumably imitating stone mounds of the northeast, and kurgans in the steppe.

An even more unusual sixth-century BC tomb at Bengbu in Anhui province also has a large 
mound over the grave. It comprises a deep circular pit, a type completely unknown in the Zhou 
tradition. Over the pit was a ring of small mounds and scattered stones, and lower still a radiant 
pattern in white clay, above a ring of earthen boulders, seemingly imitating stones of kurgans 
(fig. 1). The tomb occupant was surrounded by attendants in their own coffins. Even less typical 
of the Zhou, is a distinct section with animal parts, once more characteristic of the north (fig. 1) 
(Anhuisheng Wenwu Kaogu Yanjiusuo, Bengbushi Bowuguan 2013). 

The third major tomb for the Marquis of the Zeng state, in Hubei province, dating to 433 BC, 
was sounded by burials of male guardians, again a unique feature and not typical of central China 
(Hubeisheng Bowuguan 1989). Two categories of artefact indicate contact with the steppe. The 
first is the new introduction of antlers as cheek pieces with bronze bits for horses. The second 
artefact type consists of small tightly wound silver and tin spirals. These are found in the kurgans 
at Arzhan in the Tuva for example (Chugunov et al. 2010: fig. 72). This area was to become part of 
the Chu state, which also took over steppe interests, especially in the use of gold.

While at this time, peoples of central China borrowed steppe traditions, as in earlier periods, 
they modified them to accommodate them within their own customs (Rawson 2017).
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Географическая близость Китая к степи и некоторые климатические изменения способствовали 

передвижению предметов материальной культуры из степи на Центральную равнину — крупный 
земледельческий регион в пределах среднего и нижнего бассейна Желтой реки (Хуанхэ). После 
падения центральной власти дома Чжоу в 771 г. до н. э. конкурирующие между собой государства 
вступили в контакт со своими соседями, содействуя тем самым появлению артефактов степного 
происхождения в Центральном Китае. Серьезные изменения в погребальной практике стали еще 
одним результатом этого процесса. Курганы, насыпанные над могилами, каменные облицовки 
центральных могил, многочисленные сопутствующие захоронения и жертвоприношения коней, 
а также уникальные круглые гробницы — все это было обусловлено контактами с северными 
областями и степью. Эти новшества были особенно распространены в Восточном Китае и в 
районах, находившихся под контролем царства Чу. Конная гарнитура, золотые украшения и 
вооружение также наглядно демонстрируют контакты с миром степей.


