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PATTERNS OF KURGAN LANDSCAPE
BETWEEN DNIESTER, PRUT AND DANUBE RIVERS

Denis A. Topal
University of High Anthropological School, Chisindu, Republic of Moldova

Keywords: kurgans, cultural landscape, burial rite, North-Western Black Sea region, monumental

features.

The practice of construction of barrows over the buried dead appeared in the Pontic area of Eastern
Europe in the Late Eneolithic (3900-3800 BC). Since that time the barrow rite had become an impor-
tant part of the funeral practices among various cultures of the Bronze and Iron Ages, and Roman,
Medieval and Modern periods until the turn between the 18"-19" centuries. The preliminary statistics
of the excavated barrows demonstrates the existence of two main periods in the building of tumuli: the
Early Bronze Age (Usatovo, Yamnaya and Catacomb cultures) and the Scythian-Sarmatian period. Over
700 kurgans (more than 5000 burials) have been excavated and published in the area between the
Dniester and Prut rivers. The first barrows in this region were excavated in the late 19" century, but
the peak of investigations of kurgans is documented in the 1970-1980s. Analysis of satellite photos and
topographical maps composed before the spread of the excavations identified the main concentrations
of barrows (over 10,000) and the linear patterns of their distribution related with the features of the natu-
ral relief. The lines of the mounds are predominantly arranged along the ridges and are oriented parallel
to the riverbeds. Preliminary analysis of the lines of excavated barrows suggests that the burial grounds
were from the beginning preplanned by people of the early cultures and subsequently used according to
the linear pattern. The latter probably was related to the roads, trackways and migration routes.

BBITb MAMMKOIICKMU TOHYA PAMU:
PE3YJIBTATbBI TEXHO/IOTMTYECKOI'O AHAJIM3A

M. Ucepnuc
Tepmancxuii apxeonoeuveckuti uncmumym, bepnun, Iepmanus
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Owiad, mexHono2us NPoU3600CMea Kepamuri.

«Maifkorckuit peHOMeH» IpUBJIEKasl U IIPYUBJIeKaeT BHUMaHNe MHOXeCTBA UCC/IefjoBaTeset
CaMbIX Pa3HbIX HAyYHBIX JUCHUIUIMH, a TAaKKe BBISbIBAeT CIIOPHI BHE CTEH aKaJeMIYECKUX 3a-
BefleHMI1. ETo mosiB/IeHMe 3a4acTylo CBA3BIBAIOT C BAMAHMAMU M/WN CBA3AMU BHe CeBepHOro
Kasxkasa (Kopenesckuit 2008; Sagona 2018: 143-203; BK/Ito4ast pas3aiyHble MHEHNS 1 YIOMAHY-
TYI0 TUTepaTypy). Pasnmdaubie Mopdonornyeckue 1 TeXHNYECKIe TIPU3HAKY MAJIKOIICKOI Kepa-
MMVKM CITY>KVJIM OCHOBOIJA I/IS TUTIOTE3 O CBA3AX CeBepoKaBKa3ckux o6uyH ¢ IOxxubiM KaBkasom,
Ilepenneit Asueit u EBpomnoit. Ho 1o ceii fieHb Hallle IpeficTaB/IeHe O TEXHOMTOTUM CaMOTO pac-
IPOCTPAHEHHOTO ¥ 6a3JICHOTO aCIeKTa MaTepMaIbHON KY/IbTYPhI «MailKOIICKOTO peHOMeHa» —
KepaMMKV — O4YeHb (parMeHTapHO M He MO3BOJIAET BECTU AUCKYCCUIO, A/ KOTOPOIl HYXKHBI
YIOPAIOYEHHOE ONMCAHE TEXHOIOTUI ¥ OCHOBAaHHBI Ha HeM CPaBHUTENbHbIN aHanu3. CTapro-
BaBIINIT 1eTOM 2017 I. IPOEKT CTAaBUT CBOEI LIe/IbI0 CO3/1aTh 6a3MCHOE CPABHUTEIbHOE ONMCAHNe
TEXHOJIOTMY MAVIKOIICKOJ U JIeV/IATeIIMHCKON KepaMMKI 113 M30paHHBIX IAMATHUKOB U OPTaHM-
3aLMy KEpaMI4eCKOro IIPOM3BOJCTBA B COLMO-KY/IBTYPHOM KOHTEKCTE.

B poxmame mpemcTaBiieHbl pe3ynbTaThbl aHAIM30B YeThIPEX KOIEKLWI, MPOMCXOJALIMX
u3 nocenennii Ycrb-Jxeryra, Cepérmnckoe u Jleitnarene, a Taxoke 3 Kyprana O1maz u ycThb-
IPKETYyTUHCKUX KypraHoB. IIpoeKT ocHOBaH Ha IPOCMOTpPe aBTOPOM KOJUIEKIIVI KepaMMIeCKUX
uszienuii u3 16 MaMATHNKOB, HAXOAAIIMXCSA B Pa3HBIX Teorpadu4ecKyx pernoHax u amanpumadrax
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Cesepnoro u FOxxnoro Kaskasa. Pabora ¢ kaxxmoit
KOJIIEKIVel BeTach 110 3apaHee COCTAB/IEHHOMY U
KOPPeKTMPYeMOMY B IIpoliecce paboThl IPOTOKO-
ny. ViccmenoBaHue BK/IIOYaeT B ce0s1 aHAINM3 MaTe-
pUAIOB, KCIIO/Ib30BAHHBIX [/Is1 IPOU3BOJCTBA Ke-
PaMIUKM, ¥ MECTHOTO CBIPbsI IJIl KepaMU4eCKOTO
npousBoacTBa. Ha ocHOBe HabmogaeMbIX CIefOB
IIOCTIEIOBATE/IBHOCTI OIlepalnii [0 M3rOTOBIIE-
HIIO KEPAMUKI [IPOBEMIeH CPAaBHUTENbHBIN aHATIN3
KepaMMYeCKIX TEXHOMTOTUII Pa3HbIX KOJIIEKIINIL.

Hacroammit moxmaj OCHOBaH Ha OCMOTpe
U perucrpanuyu MHGOPMATUBHBIX IIPU3HAKOB,
uIeHTUGUIMPOBAHHBIX Ha (parMeHTax MIN Lie-
NIBIX M3IENUsAX U3 KOIEKLMIl, U TabopaTopHBIX
aHaym3ax 184 muspennii.

VccnenoBaHHas MajlKOIICKasl KepaMyKa Obla
M3TOTOBJIEHA C MCIIONIb30BAHMEM JIEHT, MHOT/A JOIIOTHEHHBIX TOCKyTamu. [Ipy 9ToM roHYaps
IPUMEHSIIV OCHOBBI-IIA0/IOHBI, IIPEVMYIeCTBEHHO /IS JIETIKY HYDKHEN YacTy KPYIIHBIX U3Jie-
mmit. Hernmy6okue napasienbHble 60pO3IKM Ha BEHUMKAX /M HEIIOCPEACTBEHHO 10/} BEeHIMKAMM
OBUIM MAEHTUPUIMPOBAHBI Ha TOBEPXHOCTAX 21 % (n=82) u3 394 ocMOTpeHHBIX (PparMeHTOB
U3 MaiIKOICKMX KowteKuuit (n =394). Cepun HermyOoKux 60pO3IOK B pasHbIX YaCTAX MIUCOK U
B BepXHell 9acTy m1ocoB U KOTI0B (puc. 1) npeHTndUIMpOBaHbI Ha TIOBEPXHOCTAX 65 % 13 BCex
339 ocmoTpenHbIx M 85% (n = 219) Bcex HeKYXOHHBIX m3gemmit (n=258). IIpu atom cTeHKN
9TUX U3/ IOKA3BIBAIOT IIPU3HAKY JIETIKU COCYIOB JIeHTaMM. MailKOIICK1ie TOHYaphI 3ar/TaXK -
Ba/IY BEPXHIOI0 YaCTh M3/e/NIT, MHOTMA IPUMEHsIsI TO MM MHOe Bpallaolieecs yCTPOICTBO, POib
KOTOPOT'O MOIIV UTPaTh pparMeHThl 3aKPYITIEHHBIX CTEHOK JAPYIUX U3JeNNit, KOBPUK (poroxa/
IITHOBKA) Wn foljeyka. Ha 3aBepiraromieii cTaguy MpOMU3BOACTBA JIEVIATEINHCKIE TOHYAPBI
o6pabarpiBany GOJBIIYIO YaCTh KepaMUIeCKMX U3Je/NIT Ha MefIeHHOM Kpyre. CBUIETebCTBOM
3TOMY CITY>KUT Ha/lm4ue cepuit 60po3[0K B Pa3HBIX YACTAX U3JIE/INI C OZHOI CTOPOHBI ¥ HA/IM4ue
BMSATYH U C/IEOB CKOOJIEHN S/ TIpMYeChbIBaHMs Ha CTeHKaX MHOTYX U3JIeNIA.

U x 1ory, u k ceBepy oT bonbiroro KaBkasa kyxoHHas Iocyfa OTINYaeTcsl OT APYTUX PYHK-
I[VIOHA/IbHBIX TPYIIIT KEPaMUYECKIX U3eNil BHIOOPOM MaTepuanoB 1 METOAMYU U3TOTOBJIEHIIS,
a U1 KOJUIEKI[MY KaKIOrO IaMsATHMKA XapaKTePHbI MECTHbIE Bapyalyuy B TexHuke. [Ipu sTom
HOaB/IsiioIee OOMBIINHCTBO U3/l HeceT Ha ceOe MpU3HAKY U3TOTOBJIEHNS OT PyKH, Oe3 Ka-
KOVI-71160 06pabOTKM Ha TOHYAPHOM KpyTe.

W marikonupl, ¥ jIefiaTenyHIbl I0/Ib30BAINCh KEPAMUKOIL, U3TOTOBIEHHO! Ha IOCETEHNAX
VTN B HETIOCPEICTBEHHOI O/IM30CTI OT HMX; KEPAMUKA, IPOV3BeeHHast U3 HEMEeCTHBIX MaTepu-
asoB, penka. IIpy 9TOM BCI0 HEKYXOHHYIO IIMHSHYIO TOCYAY B JleiinaTerne Mpou3BOAIN B ABYX
VIV B HECKO/IBKMX BBICOKOCIEIMa/IN3MPOBAHHBIX MaCTePCKIX, MCII0/Ib30BABILNX IBa OCHOBHBIX
BU/IA T/IVHBI, OT/INYHBIX OT [IMHBI /151 U3TOTOBJIEHsI KYXOHHO MOCY/BI. B MallKOIICKuX Xe 1mo-
CeJIeHNSIX KapTUHA JIpyrast: 60/IblIas 9acTh HEKYXOHHOI ITOCY/BI IPOM3BEfieHa B CIIelNaTN3upo-
BaHHBIX MaCTEPCKIUX, UCIIONb30BABIINX Ba OCHOBHBIX BI/Ia [IMHBI, HO 3HAYUTENBHOE KOMUYe-
CTBO KePaMUKI CAeIAHO MacTepaMu, UCIIONb30BABLIVMY TPETUIT BUJ, CHIPbS, IPYMEHSABLIENCS U
IUISL IPOU3BOJCTBA KyXOHHOI MOCY/bL.

MeTomyyHblit COOp MHPOPMALINMY 1 ee aHA/IN3 TTO3BO/IAIT HOMYYNUTh EPBUYHOE IPECTaB-
JIeHJe O TeXHOJIOTMYecKMX cucteMax IV Toic. 1o H. 3. KepamMmuecknit KoMIIZIeKC HEKYXOHHOII IT0-
cynsl B JleitnaTerie OMHOPOJEH 1 €ro IPONU3BOACTBO ObIJIO COCPETOTOUYEHO B PYKaX y3KOTO Kpyra
crienyanuctoB. Kepamuka 13 MayIKOIICKUX ITOCE/IEHNIT HEOHOPOIHA, OHA M3TOTOBJIEHA Pa3HBIMU

50 cm

0
i

Puc. 1. Ynam, koren (BHyTpeHHUIT fuaMeTp —
81 cm), HanmonanpHslit Myseit Pecy6nmku
Appires (boro M. Vicepnuc u A. Poitrep)
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MacTepaMl, OTPa)KaeT pas3/M4Hble TPaJULIMM ¥ OYeHb pasHble YPOBHM cHeumanusanuu. Ilpn
OIIpeIe/ICHHOM CXOJICTBE MEXAY CO00il MaiKOIICKMe U JIeV/IaTeNMHCKUe TIMHIHbIE M3[ens
OBV IPONM3BEIEeHbI B Pa3HbIX COLMO-KY/IbTYPHBIX CUCTEMAaX.
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BEING MAIKOP POTTERS: THE RESULTS OF TECHNOLOGICAL ANALYSIS

Mark Iserlis
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The appearance of the “Maikop phenomenon” often is connected with influences and/or links be-
yond the Northern Caucasus. Various morphological and technological features of the Maikop pottery
served as a basis of suppositions on the ties between South-Caucasian, Asia-Minor or European commu-
nities. This paper presents the results of analyses of the Maikop pottery from Ust-Dzheguta, Sereginskoe
settlement and Oshad kurgan in comparison with the assemblage from Leyla-Tepe. Systematic collection
of information and its analysis enable the researchers to gain a primary notion on the technological pat-
terns of the 4™ millennium BC. The ceramic assemblage of the non-cooking pottery at Leyla-Tepe is fairly
homogeneous and its manufacture was concentrated in the hands of specialized potters. The pottery from
Maikop settlements is inhomogeneous: it was manufactured by different pottery makers, reflects differ-
ent traditions and very differing levels of specialization. Notwithstanding a certain similarity between the
Maikop and Leyla-Tepe earthenware, it was manufactured within different socio-cultural systems.
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