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THE ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE TEXTILE CULTURE
IN THE LATE BRONZE AGE OF THE SOUTHERN URALS

Polina S. Medvedeva
South Ural State Humanitarian Pedagogical University, Chelyabinsk, Russia

Keywords: textile, Bronze Age, Southern Urals, imprints of textile.

The textile culture in the Late Bronze Age of the Southern Urals (Sintashta, Petrovka and Alakul
cultures) is characterized by the employment of woolen fibers for manufacturing of woven and twisted
textiles, dyeing with plant pigments, the use of the textiles for fabrication of costumes and in ceramic
manufacture. Sintashta technologies demonstrate a rupture with the previous Eneolithic period. They
have the closest parallels at Catacomb sites and were inherited by the Petrovka and Alakul people.
During the first half of the 2" mill. BC, gradual change took place in the predominance of the types of
textiles from the balanced ones in the Sintashta period to the thin unbalanced in the Alakul phase. The
textile culture of the Southern Urals in the Late Bronze Age was a constituent of a single technological
massif of the steppe and forest-steppe zone of the Srubnaya-Andronovo “world®, as well as, possibly,
also of the “Andronovoid” forest societies linked with the latter.

METAJUIMYECKUE OPYIAVIA 1 N3O ETNA
OIMHAJIA BPOH30BOTI'O BEKA I10JKHOTI'O 3AYPAJIbA

. 1I. AmaeBa
FOxcHo-Ypanvckuil 2ocydapcmeentolii eyManumapHo-nedazozuteckuti ynusepcumem, Yens-
6unck, Poccus
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Knrouesvie cnosa: punan 6poH306020 6exa, 4epKACKYAbCKAS KYbMYpa, MeXO06CKAS KY/bmy-

pa, memannypauveckuti o4ae.

B xoHIe nosgHero 6poH3oBoro Beka B IOxxHOM 3aypaibe IPOUCXOFUT CMeHa 6710Ka KYIBTYP
CUHTAIITIHCKO-a/IaKy/IbCKOTO KPyTa Ha CBUTY KY/ILTYPHBIX 00pa30BaHNUIT aH/JPOHONIHOTO OCTAH-
IPOHOBCKOTO O710Ka. B y1ecocTernHoit (Ha rpaHmiie IeCHOV) 30He TOSIB/ISIETCSI MOIHbII O/IOK aHpO-
HOMJIHBIX KYIBTYp. B cTenHoit 30He popmupyeTtcs 610K Ky/IbTyp Ba/IMKOBOI kKepaMuki. Teppuropus
IO>xHOTO 3aypabs CTaHOBUTCS IIOTPAHNYHO 30HOM, PACIIONIOKEHHON Ha CTBIKE 3TVX 00pa30BaHMIL.

Oco60e MecTo Ha 3TOil TEPPUTOPUY 3aHMMAET YePKACKY/IbCKasl Ky/IbTypa, IpefCcTaBlIeHHasA
B 30HAX ¥ jlecocTeny, u creny. CylecTBEHHYIO Ipo61eMy coCTaBsAeT pakTUIecKoe OTCYTCTBYE
Habopa KyJIbTypHOOIIpeaenuMbIxX usfemmit. Habop mpenmeToB, XapaKTepU3YIOMNX YePKACKY/Ib-
CKO-MeXXOBCKJe KOMIUIEKCBI, COCTABJIA/ICA U3 OOLIMPHOTO IepeyHs CIydaiiHbIX HaxofoK (O6bl-
nenHoB, lopun 1995) 1 npegMeToB, MPOUCXOIAIINX M3 MHOTOC/IONMHBIX ITOCETEHUI CTEIHON
30HbI (MarBees 2007).

Ha necocrennom nocenennn Yebapkys 11 o6HapyskeH KoMIUIeKc IpegmMeToB ¢uHama 6poH-
30BOr0 B€Ka, OTJIOKMBILMIICA B CJIO€ C Y€PKACKY/IbCKOI, MEXKOBCKOI KEPAaMMKOIA.

MepHble OHOME3BUITHBIE HOXY C pyKoATbIo (puc. 1, I, 4). B tunonornn H. A. ABaHecoBoi
OIHOJIE3BUITHBIN HOX ¢ mocenenus Yebapkynp 111 Hanbomnburyio 61130CTh HAXOAUT C KaTerOpu-
€1 O[HONIe3BUITHBIX HOXKell TnHa b — «4epeHKoBbIe» ¢ HaMeYaIoIIMMCA YCTYIIOM, C HOXKOM U3
YepHoosepbe 1, Mor. 43 n Mor. 126 (ABaHecosa 1991: puc. 33, 2).

Mepusle cepribi-kocapu (puc. 1, 2, 3) OTHOCATCS K KaT€TOPUY CEPIIOB COCHOBO-Ma3MHCKO-
ro tuna. H. A. ABaHecoBa OTHOCKUT NOJOOHBIe U3flenmA K TuIry I — cekaum-Kocapy, MacCyB-
Hble CEepIOBMJHbIE U3JENNs, MMEIe IMPOKYI 30HY pacnpocTpaHeHus. B. C. boukapés u
B. A. Jlepraués parot 60see NOfpOOHYIO TUIIONIOTUIO CepIoB 3TOro BpeMeHu (boukapés, [epra-
4éB 2002). [I11 06CyX/1aeMOro pernoHa MMeIOT paclipoCTpaHeHNe 1Ba TUIIA YPalIbCKOJ IPYIIIIbL:
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Puc. 1. Metannmmueckye usnenus ¢pyHama 6poH30BOro Beka, nocenenue Yebapkys III: 1, 4 — MenHble
HOX1, 2—-3 — MeJJHble CepIIbI-Kocapy, 5 — 6pOH30Bas O/ISIIIKA C ETENbKOI, 6 — CTBOPKA KAMEHHOI
nnTeHOI POPMBI KebTa, 7 — OGPOH30BbII VMCK-OIsI1IIKa

tun CocHoBass-Masa u tun dsnenka (Tam sxe: 47, 107). VHTepecHO, 4TO BbIABIEHHBIE HA ITOCETIE-
Hym Yebapkysnb 111 ceprbI-Kocapu MMEIOT JOCTaTOYHO y3KOe JIe3BYe, OTCYTCTBE BBIPAXKEHHOTO
u3ruba CMHKY (OTYEro 3TU U3fleNNA CTAHOBATCA OoJiee BCEro MOXOXKMMM Ha HOXKM) U HaXOMAT
Hanbosee O/M3KIe aHATIOTMM ITOYTHU UCKTIOYNTETbHO B IAMATHMKAX Ypano-To6onbckoro perno-
Ha Kak cpepu nagenuit tuia CocHoBast Masa (¢ 0TBepcTHeM B PyKOSITOYHOI YacTH), TaK U Cpefy
usnenuit Tuna SIBmeHka (c KpIoKOM Ha IITKe).

BpoH30BbIe O/IALIKY C METENbKOI, OHA U3 KOTOPBIX MIMeeT JOCTATOYHO KPYIIHbIe pasMephl
(puc. 1, 5, 6) Hanboee 61M3KMe aHATIOTUM UMEIOT B MaMATHMKaX bamkupckoro [Ipuypanss, cBs-
3aHHDIX C YePKACKY/IbCKO-MEXOBCKUM KY/IbTYPHBIM KOMIITIEKCOM.

Kpowme Toro, Ha mocenennu 6bia 0OHapy>keHa CTBOPKa KaMeHHOIT JINTelTHoi (popMbl 6e3-
YIIKOBOTO Ke/IbTa C apO4HOI (PacKoii, MelepKoil ¥ BalIMKOM, C OPHAMEHTOM I10 BepXHeMY Kpalo
BTYNKN (puc. 1, 6). b. I. TMXOHOB creranbHO yKa3bIBaI, YTO MOATPYIIIA A TPYIIIBI 2 — Ke/TbThI-
TeC/a C «IelepKoil» — M3BECTHA TONBKO B 3aypasbe. [IpuMedaTenbHO, 4TO GOMBIIMHCTBO CAMMX
u3fiennit 6bUIM OOHAPY>KEHDbI B KayecTBe CIyYailHBIX HAXO[[OK B JOCTATOYHO OOIIMPHOI 30He.
B To BpeMsI KaK HaXOf[KM CTBOPOK JIMTEIHBIX (POPM ObIIM IPUYpOUYeHBI K mocenenuaM KxHoro
3aypanbsa — Kusunbckoe, Kyiicak 1.

Takum o6pasom, MaTepuabl nocenerna Yeb6apkynb III 1eMOHCTPUPYIOT OPUTMHATBHOCTD
IpeAMETHOIO KOMIITIEKCa, OT/INYHOIO OT CTEITHOTO CaprapMHCKO-a/IeKCeeBCKOTO U CBA3aHHOTO
C YePKACKY/IbCKO-MEXOBCKIM KPYTOM, C 6/IOKOM aH/[POHOVMIHBIX KYIBTYP.
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In the end of the Final Bronze Age, in the Sintashta-Alakul culture in the Southern Trans-Urals,
changes occur in the Andronovoid and Post-Andronovoid cultural formations. In the forest-steppe
zone and at the border of forest zone the powerful unity of Andronovoid culture tribes appears. In the
steppe zone there is a union of the Relief-band (Valikovaya) Pottery people.

The territory of the Southern Trans-Urals becomes a transitional zone located at the junction of
these formations. A special place in this territory is held by the Cherkaskul culture distributed both in
the forest-steppe and in steppe zones.

The absence of the cultural features of Cherkaskul-Mezhovka complex of tools is among the main
difficulties in the present-day studies. This complex is constituted by numerous chance finds and arti-
facts unearthed at multi-layer settlements in the steppe zone.

In the forest-steppe settlement of Chebarkul III, a complex of artifacts was found in settlement
cultural layers with Cherkaskul and Mezhovka pottery. The peculiarities of the objects and their dif-
ferences from finds from the steppe metallurgic center (culture of the Valikovaya Pottery) suggest the
existence of an independent metallurgic center of the Cherkaskul-Mezhovka cultural complex.



