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The Structure of “Panjmanor” at Kala-i KuKhna (Karon) in Darwaz
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The paper expresses doubt about the Kushan-period dating of the “Panjmanor” structure discovered 

at Kala-i Kukhna (Karon) in Tajikistan, which was proposed by the director of the excavations,  
Yu. Ya. Yakubov. The present author dates the structure to the 15th century.
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The decoratively cut edges of ridges constitute an evident eastern borrowing, which appear 

in Iran, Central Asia and Eastern Europe in Sasanian period. While the mere appearance of 
decorative cut-outs on segments cannot be the basis for the dating of Euro-Asiatic helmets (Бо-
бров, Худяков 2006), some specific forms allow for the grouping of findings and their chronol-
ogy (Kubik 2017: 33–42; Kubik, Nicolle 2018: 19–20). In the following paper current author will 
examine a number of findings from the area of Greater Iran, Central Asia and Eastern Europe 
with the type of decorative cut-outs that first appeared on the Iron and copper alloy helmet 
with remains of iron ring-mail neck-guard stated to be from Kuyunjik, suggesting that it was 
found during Layard’s excavations of Nineveh, Northern Iraq, in late 19th century (James 1986: 
118–119; Nicolle 1996: Fig. 34g), currently held in the British Museum (BM. 22495). The author 
is familiar with more findings with similar form of cut-outs visible on the edges of segments. 
Second find of such helmet came from the David Collection, Kopenhagen (Inv. nr. 24/2005). 
The helmet itself is of a fourpiece spangenhelme construction, where the main triangle-shaped 
pieces of the main bowl are conjoined by decorative, spade-form ridges (Kubik 2018; Kubik, 
Nicolle 2018). According to the David Collection Museum, this helmet was discovered in what 
is now Iranian territory but was bought from a private collection so the precise location of 
the find is unknown. Third, similar in construction, came from Perm region, Russia, currently 
held in Perm Museum, firstly published by M. V. Gorelik (Горелик 2002: 75). Fourth was dis-
covered in Ryelka cemetery and firstly published by L. A. Chindina (Чиндина 1977: рис. 10), 
currently held in Tomsk University Museum. All of those helmets share some common char-
acteristic: the rivets on the sides of the ridges are placed in vertical lines and grouped in three 
groups of one (with frontal exception) and there are two decorative cuts between these groups 
of rivets. We can also observe such decorative cut-outs on segments of the mentioned span-
genhelme type helmet in the scenes depicted in the Hall of the Ambassadors of the Afrāsiāb 
painting (Kubik 2017: rys. 58), date to the mid. — 3/4 of the 7th century. Such form of decora-
tive cut-outs could be observed also on the segments of later helmet constructions (up to the 
9th century very beginning of the 10th century), for example on finds from Diurso cemetery in 
Krasnodar Krai or on the helmet discovered close to the village Moldovanovskoe, Krasnodar 
Krai territory. We can state that in the 7th–9th century on the territory between current South 
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Eastern Russia, Central Asia and Iran such decorative cut-outs were quite common form of 
helmet decoration and that particular form of helmet decoration can be basis for the dating  
of Euro-Asiatic helmets. 

In addition a map (Fig. 1) with marked finding sites of helmets with Nineveh type cut-outs 
(black dot — early Nineveh type helmets, red dot — later forms, violet dot — depicted helmet, blue 
dot — the David Collection helmet hypothetical location).
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Fig. 1. A map with marked finding sites of helmets with Nineveh type cut-outs: a — early Nineveh type 
helmets; b — later forms; c — depicted helmet; d — the David Collection helmet hypothetical location
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Фигурно вырезанные узкие гребни одного типа сасанидских 
шлемов как свидетельство контактов между Ираном,  
Центральной Азией и Восточной Европой

А. Л. Кубик
Естественно-гуманитарный университет в Седльце, Факультет истории и международ-
ных отношений, Седльце, Польша

Ключевые слова: оружие и доспехи, шлемы, раннее средневековье, сасанидский Иран, Средняя 
Азия, Восточная Европа, кочевники.
В работе рассматривается ряд шлемов из Ирана, Центральной Азии и Восточной Европы, 

которые отличаются фигурно вырезанными узкими конькообразными накладками на стыки 
сегментов, формирующих тулью боевых оголовий. Сделан вывод, что в VII–IX вв. н. э. на ука-
занных территориях такие декоративные вырезы были довольно распространенной формой 
украшения шлемов, что, в свою очередь, может служить основой для датировки раннесредне-
вековых головных доспехов Евразии.
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