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THE STRUCTURE OF “PANJMANOR” AT KALA-I KUKHNA (KARON) IN DARWAZ
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The paper expresses doubt about the Kushan-period dating of the “Panjmanor” structure discovered
at Kala-i Kukhna (Karon) in Tajikistan, which was proposed by the director of the excavations,
Yu. Ya. Yakubov. The present author dates the structure to the 15" century.
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Nomads.

The decoratively cut edges of ridges constitute an evident eastern borrowing, which appear
in Iran, Central Asia and Eastern Europe in Sasanian period. While the mere appearance of
decorative cut-outs on segments cannot be the basis for the dating of Euro-Asiatic helmets (bo-
6poB, Xynakos 2006), some specific forms allow for the grouping of findings and their chronol-
ogy (Kubik 2017: 33-42; Kubik, Nicolle 2018: 19-20). In the following paper current author will
examine a number of findings from the area of Greater Iran, Central Asia and Eastern Europe
with the type of decorative cut-outs that first appeared on the Iron and copper alloy helmet
with remains of iron ring-mail neck-guard stated to be from Kuyunjik, suggesting that it was
found during Layard’s excavations of Nineveh, Northern Iraq, in late 19" century (James 1986:
118-119; Nicolle 1996: Fig. 34g), currently held in the British Museum (BM. 22495). The author
is familiar with more findings with similar form of cut-outs visible on the edges of segments.
Second find of such helmet came from the David Collection, Kopenhagen (Inv. nr. 24/2005).
The helmet itself is of a fourpiece spangenhelme construction, where the main triangle-shaped
pieces of the main bowl are conjoined by decorative, spade-form ridges (Kubik 2018; Kubik,
Nicolle 2018). According to the David Collection Museum, this helmet was discovered in what
is now Iranian territory but was bought from a private collection so the precise location of
the find is unknown. Third, similar in construction, came from Perm region, Russia, currently
held in Perm Museum, firstly published by M. V. Gorelik (Topenuk 2002: 75). Fourth was dis-
covered in Ryelka cemetery and firstly published by L. A. Chindina (Unugnna 1977: puc. 10),
currently held in Tomsk University Museum. All of those helmets share some common char-
acteristic: the rivets on the sides of the ridges are placed in vertical lines and grouped in three
groups of one (with frontal exception) and there are two decorative cuts between these groups
of rivets. We can also observe such decorative cut-outs on segments of the mentioned span-
genhelme type helmet in the scenes depicted in the Hall of the Ambassadors of the Afrasiab
painting (Kubik 2017: rys. 58), date to the mid. — 3/4 of the 7 century. Such form of decora-
tive cut-outs could be observed also on the segments of later helmet constructions (up to the
9% century very beginning of the 10" century), for example on finds from Diurso cemetery in
Krasnodar Krai or on the helmet discovered close to the village Moldovanovskoe, Krasnodar
Krai territory. We can state that in the 7"-9'" century on the territory between current South
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Fig. 1. A map with marked finding sites of helmets with Nineveh type cut-outs: a — early Nineveh type
helmets; b — later forms; ¢ — depicted helmet; d — the David Collection helmet hypothetical location

Eastern Russia, Central Asia and Iran such decorative cut-outs were quite common form of
helmet decoration and that particular form of helmet decoration can be basis for the dating
of Euro-Asiatic helmets.

In addition a map (Fig. 1) with marked finding sites of helmets with Nineveh type cut-outs
(black dot — early Nineveh type helmets, red dot — later forms, violet dot — depicted helmet, blue
dot — the David Collection helmet hypothetical location).
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®UTYPHO BBIPE3AHHBIE Y3KIME I'PEFHI OJTHOTI'O TUITA CACAHUJICKNX
IIIJIEMOB KAK CBUJETE/IbCTBO KOHTAKTOB MEXY MPAHOM,
IIEHTPAJIBHOM A3UEN 1 BOCTOYHO EBPOITION

A.JI. Ky6uxk
Ecmecmeenno-eymanumapuiii ynusepcumem 6 Ceonvuye, Paxynvmem ucmopuu u mexoyHapoo-
Holx omHouenuti, Cednvue, Ionvuia

Knrouesvie cnosa: opyscue u docnexu, uinemvl, panHee cpedHesexosve, cacanudckuti ipaw, Cpeonss

Asus, Bocmounas Espona, kouesHuxu.

B pabote paccmarpuBaetcs psj uviemoB u3 Vpana, lentpanpaoit Asunu n Boctounoit EBpormsr,
KOTOpbIe OTINYAIOTCA (UTYPHO BBIPE3aHHBIMY Y3KMMIU KOHBKOOOPA3HBIMYU HAaK/IafIKaMy Ha CTBIKM
CErMeHTOB, GOPMMPYIOLINX TY/IbI0 60eBbIX oronosuii. Crenad BeIBOA, 4To B VII-IX BB. H. 3. Ha yKa-
3aHHBIX TEPPUTOPUAX TaKMe NEKOPATUBHBIC BBIPE3bl ObUIM JOBOIBHO PAacIPOCTPaHEHHON (HopMOoit
YKpalleHusA HIJIEMOB, YTO, B CBOIO O4Yepefib, MOXKET CITYKUTb OCHOBOIA /N JAaTUPOBKY paHHeCpefIHe-
BEKOBDIX T'O/IOBHBIX Jlociexos EBpasun.
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