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FORTIFICATIONS OF THE FORTRESS AT UZUNDARA

Nigora D. Dvurechenskaya
Institute of Archaeology of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow, Rossia

Keywords: Northern Bactria, border, Seleucids, frourion, fortifications, fortress of Uzundara,
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In the south of modern Uzbekistan, on the border of the Kashkadarya and Surkhandarya regions
in the Baysun mountains, a fortress at the Uzundara gorge had been discovered in 1991 by Edvard V.
Rtveladze. Thanks to comprehensive archaeological research that started in 2013, it was possible to
explore the main elements of its fortifications. It was diamond-shaped in plan and had a triangular-
like citadel and projecting sections of additional walls. The fortress was provided with thirteen tow-
ers; its area was more than 2 hectares. It was built of stone on clay mortar. The data obtained during
the excavations makes it possible to determine that the site dates back to the Hellenistic era. The bulk
of the finds from there belongs to the 3™ century BC.

For six years of archaeological research, it has proved to be possible to recreate an architectural
plan of the citadel of the fortress at Uzundara, whose fortifications included fortress walls with an
internal gallery and five diverse towers, as well as an entrance labyrinth-like complex. The fortress at
Uzundara is a striking example of defensive architecture in the early Hellenistic era. It was one of Se-
leucid fortresses-frourions erected on the border of Northern Bactria.

BAKTPUSA-TOXAPUCTAH B KYIIIAHO-CACAHUJICKUN IEPNO[,
(BTOPAS ITOJIOBMHA 111 — KOHEIT IV BB. H. 3.)!

B. A. 3aBbanoB
Wncmumym ucmopuu mamepuanvroil kynomypul PAH, Canxm-Ilemep6ype, Poccust

DOI: 10.31600/978-5-907053-34-2-156-158

Knrouesvie cnosa: bakmpus-Toxapucman, 3apmena, Kyuiano-cacanuockuii nepuood, MoHemol,

Kepamuxa, meppakoma, HAONUCU, WMAMNOBAHHDILL OPHAMEHM, KYPUTIbHUL;bL.

B mmpouaitmreit cdepe HaydHbIX MHTepecoB B.M.MaccoHa 3aMeTHOe MECTO 3aHMMAIN
VICCTIeNIOBAHMs, HAIpaB/IeHHble Ha NMPOOIeMaTUKy TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIX OObeIVHEHUII U KOYeB-
HIYEeCKUX 00pa3oBaHMIl B aHTUYHYIO 910Xy. OCHOBHBIE JOCTVDKEHMA Y4YEHBIX PasHbIX CTpaH,
U3YyYaBUIMX pasIMYHble BUMIbI MICTOYHMKOB, KACAaBUIMXCsA APXEONIOTUM, UCTOPUM U KYIBTYPbI
3TOTO PeryoHa, ObUIM aHATUTUYECKM 0060OIIeHbI MOMM HAyYHBIM PYKOBOAMTENEM K CepelyHe
1980-xrr. (Maccon B. 1985). [lanpHeiimne mary Mo CyMMUPOBAHWUIO HAyYHBIX JOCTVDKEHMIT B
U3y4eHUV KyLIAHO-CACAaHWUJCKOM Ipo6/IeMaTNKy ObUIV IPeAIpUHATH B IIOCTIENHEl YeTBEPTU
XX B. u Hauase XXI B. mpy nyOnmMKanuy pe3y/IbTaToB VCCIeTOBaHNIT bakTpuiicko aKcIieauumnm
JIOVIA AH CCCP Ha ropopuie 3aprena B IOxxuoM Y36ekncrane (3aBbsinos 2008).

CBUJieTeNbCTBA MICbMEHHBIX I HAPPATUBHBIX MICTOYHUKOB, HapARY ¢ GpUKcauyeli KylaHo-
CaCaHUJCKMX MOHET B CJIOSIX TOPOJAMIL, OCE/IeHN, B IOTpebaTbHBIX COOPY>KEHMAX 1 K/Iafjax Ha
tepputopun bakrpun-ToxapucraHa, TOBOPAT O HAIMYMM COOCTBEHHOTO PHIHKA, OTHOCUTEIBHOI
SKOHOMIYECKOI U MOMUTUYECKOV aBTOHOMMY PETVIOHA B 3TOT Iepuof. Haxogku KymaHo-caca-
HUACKUX MoHeT B Mepse u byxapckom Corzie mpefnonaraoT KOHBepTALIO Wy oOpalieHye nx
Ha MEeCTHBIX PbIHKAX U Ha/n41e 60/iee TeCHBIX KY/IbTYPHBIX CBA3€I MEXK/Y COCETHVMY PeTrIOHaMI

' PaGora Brmmonnena B pamkax nporpammbl PHV I'AH no Teme rocypapcTsenHoro safanus Ne 0184-
2019-0003 «Tenesuc apeBHux nuBunusanuii llenrpanpraoit Asun (V ThiC. 10 H. 3. — [ ThIC. H. 9.) U UX B3a-
UMOJEIICTBIE C 3eMIIefieNibaeckymMu LeHTpamu CpepgHero BocToka u macTyumeckumu (KOYeBHIYECKUIMA)
o01iecTBaMu CTENHOI 30HbI EBpasum».
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(Mupsaaxmenos u ap. 2016: 248, puc. 2). [IonoNTHUTENIbHBIM apIyMEHTOM B 00OCHOBAaHUY 3TO-
ro ¢akra CIy>KaT pefikye HaXOf[KM COOCTBEHHO CACaHMACKMX MOHET Ha Tepputopun bakTpun-
ToxapucTraHa, OTUYeKaHEHHbIX TIPU TIPABUTENAX UMIepuy, HaunHas ot lllamypa I BrioTs 1o Ves-
nerepga I (Maccon M. 1974: 143-146).

Okcnancua CacaHUI0B Ha TePPUTOPUIO KYIIAHCKMX BIaJileHNit IIpUBeNa K TOMY, 4TO B bakT-
pun-ToxapucTane Bce sp4ye HauMHaJI NPOABIATbCA 3aKOHOMEPHBIN KY/IbTYPHBI MMITYJIbC U3
Vpana, oTpakaromuii TEHIEHLUUM PasBUTKUA NMHACTUYECKON JOKTpuHBI CacaHUOB M CMEHY
KY/JIbTYpPHOJ HOMMHAHTbL. O4YeHb HAI/IASHO 9TO HAOTIOAeTCs B NOAPAKAHNAX U MHHOBALVAX,
OTMeYaeMbIX B KYIIaHO-CaCaHNACKOI KepaMuke (3aBbsamoB 2005).

Crpaturpadus ropoauia 3aprelna MoKasbIBaeT, YTO 3TV MHHOBALNMI U ITOAPAXKAHNA PUK-
CHPYIOTCS Ha IPOTSDKEHUM CYLeCTBOBAHNUA 00OUX CTPOUTEIbHBIX TOPU30HTOB, JOCTUTAOIINX
MOILIHOCTHY B 1,2 M mpu oOIueii TONMIMHE KY/IbTYPHBIX HAaI/IACTOBAHWII B LIEHTPA/JIbHON YacTu
ropopuiga He 6onee 5,5M. 9TO 0OCTOATEIBCTBO COBEPIICHHO HE YYUTHIBACTCA CTOPOHHUKAMMU
KopoTkoro (40-50 yieT) obpaljeHns KylIaHO-CaCaHUACKMAX MOHET. BO3SHIKHOBEeHMe 1 CyIleCTBO-
BaHJe Ha NIPOTSHKEHNNU TPeX CTPOUTENbHBIX mepuoypos nocenennsa Akrerne II B Kobaguane (Ce-
1oB 1987) XOpoI1Io cormacyercs ¢ JaHHBIMY 3apTelle 1 ellle pa3 MoAYepKUBaeT, YTO KYIIaHO-caca-
HUJICKUI IepUOJ IPOJIO/IKaICA He MeHee COTHU JIeT, BO3MOJXKHO, 1o KoHIIa IV B. H. 9. OTcyTcTBME
9TUX MHHOBALNII 1 ITOPaXKaHNUII B 60/lee paHHNX, KYIIAHCKUX, CTIOSIX TaKXKe MO TBEPXK/AeT Ipo-
TO/DKUTENbHOCTD KYIIAaHO-CaCaHNU/ICKOTO IIePUOAa, I/A BbILETEHNA KOTOPOTo BbIIIEONICAHHbIE
VHHOBAIVH SABJIAIOTCA AMATrHOCTUYECKUMMU.

CrefiyeT MOLYEpPKHYTh, YTO HAYaJIbHYIO CTafNI0 (GOPMMPOBAHMSA CACAHUJCKOI TOPEBTYKM,
MOJIpa)KaHMA KOTOPOJl OTMEYEHbI Ha HEKOTOPBIX MaMATHUKAX, MCCIENOBAaTeNy OTHOCAT K 270-
290 1T., ONIMpasACh IPYU STOM Ha HE3aBUCHUMYIO OT KYIIAHO-CACAHU/CKMX MOHET XPOHOJIOTHIO Ca-
mux 6o (Tpesep, JIykonun 1987: 52-60). BuenpeHne xapaKTepHBIX 9/IeMEHTOB CaCaHUICKUX
IPOTOTUIIOB B KepaMudeckoe Ipou3BoAcTBO bakTpuu-Toxapucrana mpoucxoguno mbo B 3TO
BpeMs, 160 ¢ HEKOTOPBIM OIO3/JaHMEM.

OTmrunTtenpHON YepTolt kepamuky baxTpun-Toxapucrana ABIsgeTCA MIMPOKOMACIITaOHOE
IpUMeHeHNe IITaMIIoBaHHOoro opHaMeHTa ([Inmaes 1978: 65-68, puc. 19), HeKOTOpbIe pa3HOBU/-
HOCTV KOTOPOTO BBIPaKalOT PEJIUTMO3HbIE IPEATIOYTEHN A HACEeNIeH N, HAIPMMEP IUTAMII, MHTEP-
IpeTUPyeMblil MCCTIeoBaTe/IAMM KaK «cTynHsA bynnel» (Cegos 1987: puc. Ha ob6noxxke). Ha Tom
xe cocyzie u3 Kobayjana HaHeceH IITaMII B Bujie poM0a, He BCTPEUeHHBI IT0Ka Ha KYIIaHCKMX
naMATHMKax panee III B. H. 3.

Ha BO3MOXXHYI0 TONEpaHTHOCTDb B Cpefie jpeBHero HaceneHns: bakrpun-Toxapucrana B Ky-
IIAHO-CACAHUAICKUI MIepyOof], IOMVMO TePPaKOTOBOJN IUIACTUKM, YKa3bIBaeT HAAMUCh OaKTpumil-
CKVIM IMCbMOM Ha BEHUVKe COCY/Ia, BO3MOYKHO BOCIIPOM3BO/AIIAsA PEIUTMO3HYI0 popmyny: «bor
[InBa cBupeTens» (3aBbsios 2008: 97-109; 242-243, puc. 34-52; 67).
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The development of the culture of Bactria-Tokharistan (embracing in Antiquity the modern ter-
ritories of Northern Afghanistan, Southern Tadjikistan, Southern Uzbekistan and Southeastern Turk-
menistan along the Oxus/Amu Darya River) continued after the Sasanian expansion into the terri-
tory of the former original core of the Kushan empire. The Sasanian invasion led to the formation of
a new territorial unit, Kushanshahr, which was self-governing and had the right to mint money of
own, the so-called Kushan-Sasanian coin issues. It should be noted that the culture of Kushanshahr
gradually adopted Sasanian influences, but at the same time retained some particular features going
back to traditional Kushan stereotypes. The formation and development of Kushanshahr is a strik-
ing example of the co-existence of various peoples and religious-ethical trends within the framework
of self-government.
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Onoxa Apmakuios B uctopun MepBa nponomKanach MeXay cepenusoit 11 B. 1o H. 3. u niep-
BoIt TpeThio III B. H. 5. OFHAaKO OCHOBHBIE YePTHI TPAIOCTPOUTENIBCTBA CTIOXIINCD 3/1eCh ellje B
SJIIMHUCTUYECKNII TIEPMOJ;: 9TO MOJINC, BOSHUKIINI C BO3BEJeHEM CaMbIX PAaHHMX CTeH IAyp-Ka-
JIBI ¥ TIOSIBJIEHME BHEIITHeVl 00BOIHOII cTeHbl BOKPYT X0opbI (Tan6os 1995: 76). [Tapdanckuit Meps
ObUI KpyNHeNmuM nocenenneM LleHTpanbHOI A3UM ¥ OTHOCUTCSA K YMCITY TOPOJIOB-TUTAHTOB
B Macitabe aHTH4YHOI snoxyu. OH 3aHMMan Iwiomas 340 ra, 3HAYNTEIBHO IPEBOCXO/s TaKue
CMHXPOHHBIE TOPOJNIIIA PErnoHa, Kak Adpacuab (200 ra), ditnaran (200 ra), Epkypran (150 ra),
Avixanywm (150 ra), Baktpsl (120 ra). [nyp-Kkama nuiis HEMHOTO MeHbIlle Xajeiickoro BaBunona
(410ra — B mpepenax creHsl VMryp-Oumman), Ho kpynHee XaTpsl (323 ra). OgHako apxeorno-
rMyecKas M3y4eHHOCTb MepBa ellle CIMIIKOM Majla, HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO BO BTOPOJ IIOJIOBMHE
XXB. 3[1ecb IPOBOAWINCH pacKonky cHadana cunamu JOTAKO nop pykosogcrsom M. E. Mac-
cona (1950-1979), a 3aTeM [eBATb Ce30HOB B paMKax Mex/yHapogHOro MepBCKOTrO IpoeKTa
(International Merv Project, 1991-2000) oz pykoBopcTBOM J[K. XeppMaHH.
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