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C ipeBHe3eMJIefie/IbYeCKIIMY peroHaMiy Hu3oBbeB Temkena/lepupypna, Cepaxckoro oasuca 1 ce-
BepO-BOCTOYHBIX 0TporoB Komergara Bpemennu fI3 I, oueBuiHO SIBIABIIMXCSA PerroHOM GopMu-
POBaHMs ICTOKOB ypOaHM3MPOBAHHOI KY/IBTYPBI IpeBHero Xopesma.
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ON THE PROBLEM OF THE ORIGINS AND CHRONOLOGY
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The paper deals with new results of archaeological research obtained during the excavations of a
dahma of the first period at the settlement of Khumbuztepa in Chorasmia. The excavated materials
indicate that the emergence of monumental religious structures associated with Zoroastrian funeral
rituals and practices (dahma and kata) on the territory of the Chorasmian oasis occurred in the
8" century BC. The archaeological complexes of Khumbuztepa illustrate that the emergence of an
urbanized culture in the lower reaches of the Amu Darya took place at the beginning of the Yaz2
period. The early complexes of the settlement show that the urban culture of Chorasmia was genetically
related to the ancient agricultural regions of the lower Tedzhen-Herirud, the Serakhs oasis and the
north-eastern ridges of the Kopet Dagh of the Yaz 1 period, from the territory of which the urbanized
culture of ancient Chorasmia had originated.
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It is well known that after the conquest of Alexander the Great Bactria (located in the modern
states of Afghanistan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan) became part of the Hellenistic world. The political
and economic integration initiated a phase of immigration from the Mediterranean to the Near
East and up to Bactria, which resulted in an impact on local cultures. During this phase a new
material culture was formed, which is best visible in Ai Khanoum. Here, architecture and building
types, as well as Greek motives and iconography, but also Greek inscriptions prove a strong
Mediterranean influence. Subsequently the same process was assumed to have highly affected the
local ceramic production. But is this actually proven by the ceramic finds from several sites in
Bactria? Is a strong dependence between the Mediterranean pottery and the Bactrian production
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observable? Was the influence more or less centered in urban settlements? And did political events
have an impact on the ceramic development at all?

In general the Bactrian pottery production should be divided into three Hellenistic phases.

The first phase is connected to innovations that led to a change of the local pottery production.
Different plate and bowl shapes were made for the first time and some tableware vessels were
covered with a red slip. One of these shapes is often referred to as “fish plate”. This vessel type —
with a hanging rim and a depression on its inner surface — was known in the Mediterranean world
from the 5" century BCE. Because of the depicted marine animals these plates were first named
fish plates by archaeologists, even though later examples were only black glazed. In Bactria there
are up to three different vessel shapes (rim types, with or without depression) that are referred to
as “fish plate”, although all of these do not correspond with the Attic type. Therefore one has to
assume, that the Bactrian “fish plate” types were only used as a cultural marker of the settlers from
the West, who were living in Bactria during the early Hellenistic phase. But did these Greeks have
an impact on the pottery production of the early phase? Most of the new developed shapes — like
the assumed fish plate — cannot be clearly associated with Greek vessels and should only be seen
as an innovation that indicates a change in the dining traditions.

Similar developments have been observed in Hellenistic Mesopotamia, but in contrast to
Bactria some Attic vessel types were found, that can be clearly linked to Greek settlers: kantharoi,
ungentaria and lopades. The latter, in particular, serves as an identification marker, which
can show differences between local and foreign cooking traditions within the archaeological
records. If there had been a formative influence on the Bactrian pottery by the Greek settlers,
Greek drinking vessels or cooking pots would have to be expected in the early Hellenistic phase.

Fig. 1. The pottery repertoire of the rural sanctuary of Torbulok (South Tajikistan, left) consist mostly
of local shapes, predominantly by the Bactrian cup (bottom right) and of a lower degree by “newly”
developed vessels shapes (upper right)
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But up to now they are completely missing. Instead the repertoire of the early phase consists mostly
of local vessel types, which were already produced and used in pre-Hellenistic times: Beside the
cooking pots, the most important one is the Bactrian cup, which was made in different types until
the Kushan era. And even though some vessels were now covered with a red slip, the potters used
the same, pre-Hellenistic techniques to prepare the clay and to fire the vessel — not depending
of its shape.

During the second phase the reducing atmosphere was first used to fire tableware shapes. As
a result these vessels have a grayish body and are in general covered with a black slip. A similar
change of production can be observed in the Hellenistic Near East, where these vessels are usually
interpreted as an imitation of Attic black glazed pottery. However, that interpretation is far from
certain. In Bactria this change could have been also affected by the Greco-Bactrian conquest of
the territories south of the Hindu Kush, resulting in an exchange of knowledge and techniques,
as well as moving of people and objects. Gray ware tableware was already produced long before
and could have been brought to Bactria, which then caused the production of local Gray ware
vessels.

Not until the beginning of the 2™ century BCE — or even later — shapes were produced
in Bactria, which can be compared with vessels of the Hellenistic Mediterranean world (third
phase). These include, in particular, the Megarian bowl, which was first made in Athens at the
end of the 3 century BCE and was later produced in Asia Minor, the Levant and probably also
in southern Mesopotamia from the 1st half of the 2" century BC. In Bactria very few Megarian
bowls are known, coming from few sites. Obviously these vessels were made by specialized
potters, who imitated Greek (clay and metal?) vessels that were brought to Bactria via (sea)
trade. Thus this vessel type cannot be assigned to any identity, but rather should be understood
as an expression of a philhellene way of life, in which only a small group of the population was
interested.

ITTOBAJIN3NPOBAHHAA KEPAMUKA B BAKTPUN?

OKA3AJIA TN TPEYECKAA KEPAMIKA
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IPOM3BOACTBO B BAKTPUN B 9JUIMHUCTUYECKUI ITEPUO/?
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Ha nporsbkeHMu paHHEro 3JUIMHUCTUYECKOTO IIEpYOAa B IPOU3BOLCTBO OAaKTPUIICKON Kepa-
MUKM OBLIM BHEIPEHBI HOBbIe (POPMBI COCYNOB U TeXHMYecKue IpyeMbl. OfHAaKO 9TH HOBBbIE GOp-
MBI, 4aCTO YIIOMMHAeMble€ KaK «IP€YeCKMEe COCY[bl», JIMIIb IIOBEPXHOCTHO CBA3aHbI C TPEYECKUMU
obpasiamu. VIX crefyeT ckopee MHTEPIPETUPOBATh KaK CBUIETEIbCTBO INI00AMM3MPOBAHHOTO S7I-
JMHUCTUYIECKOTO MMpA, Iie Meu ¥ 3HaHMUA ObUIM Oo4eHb MOOMIbHbIMU. OfHAaKo Hambosee 4acTo
BCTPEYAIOLINEC TUIIBI COCYZ0B OTHOCATCS K MECTHOI TPafuINM, IIOGOOHO TaK Ha3blBaeMbIM OaK-
TPUIICKUM YallaM, U CBUICTEIbCTBYIOT O MCTHHOM XapaKTepe OaKTPUIICKOI ITIMHAHOI IIOCYABL, a
TAaKOKe O HE3HAYMTETbHOM BIMSHUY IPYBHECEHHBIX (OPM B PaHHEUIMHNUCTUYECKOE BpeMs. Tosb-
KO C IOSIBJICHMEM T'PeKO-OaKTPUIICKOI AMHACTUM IpedecKoe BIMSAHME Ha MPOM3BOLCTBO KepaMu-
KU, IO-BUIVMMOMY, CTAHOBUTCSA 3aMeTHBIM Ha HEKOTOPBIX IoceneHmsAx baxTpum. Takyum obpasom,
JMIIb HEMHOTUE CpPel}3eMHOMOpPCKUe KepaMmdecKue (GOpMbl ObUIM aJalTHPOBaHBI B DakTpuu,
U IIpefIiojaraeMoe CIJIbHOe I'pedecKoe BIIMSAHME Ha OaKTPMIICKYI0 KepaMUKy He MOXKET CUMUTATbCs
TOKa3aHHBIM.
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