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In the 1990s, as a result of agreements between the Institute of Archeology of N. Copernicus 

University in Toruń and the Institute of the History of Material Culture, the Russian Academy of 
Sciences, in Sankt Petersburg, professor V. M. Masson has presented in Toruń numbers of lectures 
on the most important problems of archaeology of Central Asia. The professor’s activity are con-
tinue by his associates and students.

The history of Polish interest in the archaeology of Central Asia begun in 19th century. The 
most important person of the first period was Leon Barszczewski (1849–1910), officer of the Rus-
sian army, who from 1897 lived at Samarcand. His archaeological penetration of Afrasiab and his 
extremely rich collection od archaeological objects was well known in Europe. It seems that at 
least some of the coins from his rich numismatic collection went to Poland. We can’t fail to men-
tion activity of Bronisław Grąbczewski (1885–1926). The list of Poles interested in archaeology of 
Central Asia can be extended.

When Poland gained independence, new studies (and publications) on history of Central Asia 
were based on materials obtained earlier.

After the Second World War, research on the archaeology and the history of Ancient Central 
Asia were continued, but it changed its character. For instance at present, studies are developing on 
the role of Central Asia in the development of the Silk Road. Special attention iss paid to studies 
in Central Asian numismatics.
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Настоящий доклад посвящен полякам, которые в период своего пребывания в Средней 

Азии, особенно во второй половине XIX — начале XX в., участвовали в ее археологическом 
изучении. 

Особое место уделено Леону Борщевскому (1849–1910), его археологическим исследо-
ваниям, богатой коллекции артефактов и фотодокументам. 

Доклад завершается обсуждением современных польских работ по среднеазиатской 
археологии, древней истории и нумизматике.
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