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112 CEKIUMA I

Rivers. The apparent fragmentation of the data representing the funeral rites of the second half of the
4™ millennium BC in Eastern Anatolia and the Tigris upper basin may be the result of an erroneous
strategy of searching for burial grounds within the settlements, while they may turn out to be extramural
and even under-barrow.
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The Sintians — sorcerers and speakers of a sacred language, discoverers of harmful herbs,
first producers of weapons and pirates, are one of the earliest tribes mentioned in ancient written
sources in the Homeric epic already. Their settling in Southwestern Thrace and the Greek islands,
which was a result of the great migrations of the Thracian tribes from the north (the Carpathian-
Danubian area) to the south, the southeast and east in the time around the Trojan war, raises a
question about probable common roots of the Sintians and the Sindoi in the Northern Black Sea
coast. Can we distinguish the culture of the Sintians from that of the other Thracian tribes, and do
they demonstrate similarities with the culture of the Sindoi?

Comparative studies between specific Orphic funerary rites of immortalization in the Late
Bronze and Early Iron Age in both Sintika and Sindika are carried out. The burials in a seated
position and on a throne, the necropolises around the Thermaic gulf, the core of the territory of
the Sintians, and at the Ochrid lake (Sindos, Trebenishte, etc.), together with the finds uncovered
there, such as models of thrones, tables and chariots, gold masks, pectorals, gold gloves and
sandals, are discussed as well in connection with similar phenomena from Sindika and its
neighboring areas.

The author argues that an interpretation of these specific burial practices as having roots in the
Late Bronze Age of the Carpathian-Danubian basin allows her to suggest that they were practiced
by a special group of the priestly or royal-priestly status (Sintians, Sindoi) which preserved them
through millennia.

CUHTW/CUH]IBI
Y X BO3MOYKHASI APXEOJIOTMYECKA S UTTEHTU®UKATIVIS

I. I. Ieprosa
Hayuonanvrviti uncmumym apxeonozuu ¢ myseem, Cogpust, Boneapus

Kntouesvie cnosa: cunmuate, cunovl, CUHOOCHL, CUOSTU4UE NOKOUHUKU, NPECOTIbl, 30710Mble MACKU,
nepuamxu, canoanuu, byooxanaooa.

ABTOp BBIIBUTAET TUIIOTE3y O BO3MOXXHOI apXeonorndeckoil npeHTndukanyuy ¢Gpakmiickoro
IJIEMEHM CYHTOB, MCXOAs 13 cHeluduuecKux 4epT morpe6anpbHOro obpsifa obeccMepTUBaHMs Ha
ux Teppuropun B IOro-3anagnoit ®paknn, ¢ cungamu, oburasummu B Ceseprom [IpuuepHoMopbe.
ABTOp yCTaHaBIMBAET IMPOMCXOX/EHNME 3TOro oOpsiia B KapIiaTo-AYHANICKOM perroHe B MO3[HEM
OPOH30BOM BeKe, a TAKXKe CTABUT BOIPOC O CYIIeCTBOBAHUY Y CMHTOB U CMHIOB 0CO0O0II COLIMaIbHOI
TPYIIIBI )KPEUeCcKOTo MIN IIAPCKO-KPeIecKOro cTaTyca.
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