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The Serakhs oasis is located in southern Turkmenistan in the Ahal province. It stretches for ca.
70 km from north to south and 20-25 km east to west, covering the sub-delta of the Tedjen river
as well as the western part of the Bathyz highland (Opasos 1973: 3). The water in the oasis is sup-
plied through a well-developed canal system origins at the right bank of the Tedjen river. The main
Salyr-yap canal feeds two irrigation canals, Khan-yap (the eastern canal) and Karaman-yap (the
western canal) and Kici Aga-yap and Ata-yap canals with their many smaller branches (Opasos
1973: 30; Kaim 2008: 130).

In the early 1950%, Russian researchers became interested in the archaeology of Serakhs oasis.
A. A.Maruscenko began excavations at one of the largest site in the centre named Old Serakhs,
which has a long stratigraphic sequence (Mapymenko 1956), while K. A. Adykov carried out an ar-
chaeological survey in the area between Old Serakhs and Merv (AxpikoB 1959). At the same time
V. M. Masson conducted his research at site of Yaz Depe in Margiana (Maccou 1959), on the basis of
which he published the first periodisation of the early Iron Age in Central Asia. A. A. Marus$¢enko

! The archaeological researches were conducted with the support of grants from the Ministry of Science
and Higher Education of the Republic of Poland and from the National Science Centre, Poland (NCN)

(nos. NN 109093439, UMO-2013/09/B/HS3/04315).

Fig. 1. Topaz Gala Depe, sector D, external wall with a tower, view from south (photo: M. Wagner)
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mentioned in his publication, that a few of pottery sherds dated to the Early Iron Age were found
in two trenches (Marus$c¢enko 1956: 173-176, 196-198). It may suggest that the site of Old Seraks
was an administrative centre at that time. The second administrative centre named Oyukly Depe,
functioned during this time, was situated a little further north. This hypothesis was presented by
author after his archaeological work in 2012 (Wagner 2018: 333-334). In the years 1964-1970
O. Orazov carried out excavations and surveys in the oasis. The results of his work became the ba-
sis for the first publication of an archaeology in the Serakhs oasis (Opasos 1973). The results of his
archaeological research have been verified and complemented by survey conducted in 2007-2008
by Polish researchers (Kaim 2008; Bulavka, Kaim 2016). The results of archaeological works indi-
cate that the settlement of Serakhs oasis is associated with the early Iron Age.

During the excavations at Topaz Gala Depe (Fig. 1) were uncovered remains of fire temple
which bears a striking resemblance to a building uncovered in the 1970s by V.I. Sarianidi in Tillya-
tepe, northern Afghanistan (Capuanupu 1989). The temple consists of four rooms. The largest
room (13,0 x 13,9 m) was found in the western part of the building and is divided into rectangular
spaces separated by three double cross-walls with pillars between them. The second space count-
ing from the west housed a round clay altar surronded by low square wall. In the SW corner was
placed a cracked vessel used for carrying hot ashes from the altar. Two upended vessels were dis-
covered in the eastern part. They were probably meant to replace the damaged vessel found in the
SW-corner. The temple was additionally surrounded by a fortified wall with semi-circular towers.
Interesting is that the fire temple was erected a considerable distance from other settlements. The
calibrated dates C' of collected samples indicate that the temple functioned in the years 930-
745 BC. Founding fragment of painted pottery sherds suggest that this site could be existed during
the Yaz I period (Wagner 2018).

Two trenches opened at Oyukly Depe provided very numerous fragments of ceramic vessels
and simple mudbrick’s walls. The size of site and absence of later settlements and surrounding by
smaller satellite sites indicate the character of Oyukly Depe as the administrative centre.

An excavations carried out by author at two sites e. g. Topaz Gala Depe and Oyukly Depe pro-
vided further information about settlements in this early period.
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KYJIBTYPA TUIIA 13 B CEPAXCKOM OA3VCE (TYPKMEHUCTAH)

M. Barnep
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Xpam 02Hs, AOMUHUCIPAMUEHDLTL eHmD.

Yxe B 1959 . mpod. B. M. MaccoH, OCHOBBIBasICh Ha CBOMX MCCIEOBaHMsX Ha f3-zeme B Mapru-
aHe, OITy0/IVKOBAJI IIEPBYIO NIEePUOMV3ALNIO XKene3Horo Beka B Cpenneit Asyn. ITourn 50 et crycts
apxeonoru 13 VIHCTUTyTa apxeonoruy BapiiaBckoro yHuBepcuTeTa Iposeny ucciefgosanns B Ce-
PaxCKoM 0asuce, KOTOpble BBIABU/INM HECKONbKMX IMAMATHMKOB, OTHOCAIMXCA K Ky/IbType Tumna 3
(Bulavka 2017). ITonbckue yaenbie ¢ 2009 r. mpoBOAMIN packomnky Ha HebombiIoM xonMe Tomnas Taa
Tierie, pacroioXKEHHOM B ceBepo-BocTo4yHOI yacTu Cepaxckoro oasuca. OHU BBIABUIN OCTaTKM Xpa-
Ma OrHs, OTHOCsAIerocs k nepuony 3 I1. B 2012 1. 6bUmM TakKe 3a/I0KeHDI IBe TPaHIIeM Ha OFHOM
U3 KPYIHENINX IaMATHUKOB B ceBepHOI yacTu Cepaxckoro oasyca — OIOKIbI-fene. ITU pacKOIKU
Hanu 607blIOE KOMMYECTBO KePaMIYeCKOTO MaTepuaa, OTHOCAIIETOCS B OCHOBHOM K nepuopy A3 I1.

VccnenoBaHs COBETCKIX apXeO0/IOT0B, @ TAKKe PaOOTHI ITOJILCKYX YUEHbIX IIOKA3BIBAIOT, YTO HAYA/IO
3acenenus CepaxcKoro 0asuca MOIJIO IIPOU3ONTH, CaMOe paHHee, BO BTOpoui noosyHe 11 Thic. o H. 3.
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Lorestan has long attracted the attention of archaeologists due to its geographical and strategic
location during different periods. Moreover, the discovery of numerous objects made of bronze
and iron throughout Lorestan shows that from the 3™ millennium BC to the mid-1* millenni-
um BC, the trade contacts, cultural relations, and metallurgical industries of this region were quite
robust. Despite decades of archaeological research in the region and on its rich metallurgical tradi-
tion, no comprehensive field study aimed at examining the history of metal extraction and metal-
lurgical production has yet been accomplished in this region. For this reason, a field survey of the
South Kouhdasht district, centered around Botkhaneh Cave was piloted with the aim of compiling
evidence of ancient metallurgical activity by identifying the location of concentrations of slags
heaps. For recounting the smelting sites many villages in the vicinity were surveyed, in order to as-
sume information from local people to identify the areas where slags might be present. Once sites
were located, their dimensions were documented, their features photographed, and slags were
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