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RESEARCH OF THE FARKHOR BURIAL GROUND —
A SITE OF THE EARLY AND EARLY MIDDLE BRONZE AGE
IN THE SOUTH OF TAJIKISTAN

Saidmurod G. Bobomulloev*, Natalia M. Vinogradova**, Giovanni Lombardo***

* A. Donish Institute of History, Archeology and Ethnography of the Academy of Sciences of
Tajikistan, Dushanbe, Tajikistan; ** Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences,
Moscow, Russia; *** National Museum of Oriental Art, Rome, Italy

Keywords: Southern Tajikistan, Farkhor burial ground, burial, chronology, vessels, stone “weights”,

“rods”.

Archaeological research at the Farkhor burial ground allow a new appreciation of ethnic and
cultural processes taking place in the south of Tajikistan in the late 3" — early 2" millennia BC.
Materials from the excavations at Farkhor indicate the formation in the late 3rd millennium BC
in Eastern Bactria of a local variant of the Bactrian culture, closely associated with the cultural
communities of Southern Turkmenistan (Altyn Depe), Iran (Hissar ITIC, Necropolis A of Shahdad)
and Afghanistan (looted burial grounds). H.-P. Frankfort in his recent study has offered a new name
for the monuments of the Early and Early Middle Bronze Age in Eastern Bactria — the culture of
Panj (Francfort 2016: 472). It can be assumed that the main center of this settled agricultural culture
was in Northern Afghanistan, north of Balkh, where, according to V. I. Sarianidi, in the 1960-1970s
mass looting by the local residents of Bronze Age burials took place. Probably, in the middle of the
3rd millennium BC the bearers of the Panj culture came to the right bank of the Panj river within
the area of modern Parkhar. From the territory of the Panj they gradually spread further to the
north. Materials of the burials at Farkhor also allow us to trace the contacts with the population of
the steppe bronze cultures of Tajikistan — the Zaman-Baba burial ground, the early Tulkhar burial
ground (pits with a descent), the Darnaychi necropolis (early burials). In the funerary inventory of
the Farkhor burial ground some ceramic forms testifying to the earliest appearance of the Vakhsh
culture in the south of Tajikistan have for the first time met.

K BOITPOCY O XPOHOJIOI'MN KY/IbTYPbI
APXAMYECKOI'O JAXVCTAHA

9. A. MypagoBa

HayuonanvHoe ynpaesnerue no oxpaxe, usy4eHuto u pecraspayuy namamHuKos
ucmopuu u kynomypo. Munucmepcmea kynomypot Typkmenucmana. Auixa6ao,
Typxkmenucman

DOI: 10.31600/978-5-907053-34-2-73-74

Kntouesvie cnosa: Llenmpanvras Asus, F0z0-Bocmounviii Typkmerucman, f3-dene, Ynye-oe-
ne, I020-3anaonuiii Typkmenucman, kynomypa apxauueckozo Jlaxucmana, Maoay-oene, V3-
am-kynu.

Ha treppuropun LlenTpanbHoil A3uy Hadyasio Kele3HOro BeKa I0/Iroe BpeMs, B COOTBETCTBUA
co B3rafaMu B. M. MaccoHa, oTHOCHN K nepBoit Tpetu I ThiC. 10 H. 3. BepxH:As rpaHuiia aToro
IIepUOJa YCIIOBHO ONpefieNisAeTCA KPYIIeHNeM aXeMeHUICKOI Jiep>KaBbl U I10X0foM AJleKcaHzipa
MakxkenoHckoro. Borpekn pesynbTaTaM pafinmoKapOOHHOTO aHa/IN3a, JJaHHbIE NMUCbMEHHbIX MC-
TOYHVKOB ITO3BOJIIIOT OTHOCUTDH Hayasio XKeJe3HOro Beka Ha [IpeBHeM BocrToke k mepuony He
panee X-IX B. 10 H. 3., IpMYeM MaccOBOe BHe[IpeHME 3[,eCh JKele3HbIX OPYAUIl TPyAa JaTUpyeTcs
IX-VIII BB. jO H. 3.

Bomnpocel XpOHONIOTMY PaHHETO KENIEe3HOTO BeKa CBA3aHbl ¢ u3ydeHneM B. M. Macconom moce-
nenvn f3-mene B IOro-Bocrounom Typkmenncrane. B. M. MaccoH pa3paboTan XpOHOIOTMYECKYIO
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KOTOHKY mnocenenus: nepuopsl 31 — SA3III (900-400 rr. 0 H.3.), CTABIIYI0 TaJIOHHON IS
Bcell llenTpanbHOi Asum. DTON >Ke aTMPOBKM PaHHEro >Ke/le3HOIO BeKa IPUJEep)KMBAeTCsa U
B. H. IImnumko. ITospHee, Ha OCHOBaHMM M3y4eHMs CTpaTUrpaduy MaMATHUKOB AdraHucTaHa,
MpaHa u comocTaBlneHMA UX C CMHXPOHHBIMU IoceneHuAMU lLleHTpanbHON Asum, mepuopbl
Envbxen II/431 cranu garuposars XII-VII BB. 10 H. 2. [Ipyrue nccnefosarenm JaTupoBaiy paHHUI
JK€JIe3HBIN BEK B IJeHTPa/IbHOA3MaTCKOM pernone KonnoM VIII-VII — sropoii monosnHon VI sB.
1o H. 3. (Baitu6epr, CraBuckmit).

PannoyrneponHble faThl 1A BBLABIEHHOTO Ha ToceneHyn Yyr-pene (FOro-Bocrounsiit Typk-
MEHICTaH) Iepuoya 3, CMEXpOHHOro c1oto I3 I, Haxoparcs B mHTepBane 1500-1100 IT. 1o H. 9.

I0ro-3amagubiit TypkMeHMCTaH OTHOCWICS K TOJ KYIbTYPHON IpPOBMHIMNM, IZie OblIa pac-
IIPpOCTpPaHeHa KynbTypa apxamdyeckoro Jlaxmcrana. B. M. Maccon pgatuposan ee KoHuom II —
Ha4ya/oM I TeIC. Mo H. 5. BepxHad TpaHMIIa 3TOI Ky/IbTYphl, HA OCHOBaHMM KepaMuKy Tuma 3 11
VI HAaXOJOK BTY/IbYATbIX [IBYIIEPbIX HAKOHEYHMKOB CTpesl, oTHeceHa uM K VII-VIBB. moH. 5.
B pesynbraTe pabot, npoBefeHHBIX B 1970-1980-x rr. CymM6apcKoii 9KCIefuIiyeit, KyabTypy ap-
xaudeckoro JlaxyucraHa cranu gatuposarb 1000-650 IT. 0 H. 2.

IlosgHee, Ha OCHOBaHMM TUIIONOTMYECKOTO COIOCTABIEHMA KepaMMUYeCKMX KOMIIJIEKCOB
Mapay-pene, Vsar-kynu un beHrysaHa yganoch yCTaHOBUTh BHYTPEHHIOI XPOHOJIOTHSA KY/IbTY-
pol apxandeckoro Jaxucrana: I u II nepuonst o6xusanus Vsar-kynu garupyrorcs 1300/1250-
1000 rT. 10 H. 2. a IIT mepuog — 1000-800/750 rT. 10 H. 3. KepaMudecknit KOMIIJIEKC C IIOBEPXHOCTH
noceneHus VI3ar-Kymm, oTImyammuicsa 60npuM pasHooOpasueM GopM, CIefyeT OTHOCUTD
K IIOC/IEJHUM 3TallaM CYIeCTBOBAHMA 3TOM KynbTypel — VII-VIBB. mo H. 5.

CoBpeMeHHas JJaTUpOBKa Ky/abTyphl apxanmdeckoro Haxmcrana XIII/XII-VII/VIBB. o H. 3.
OIVPAeTCs Ha Pe3y/IbTAaThl CTPATUTpadIUeCKIX VCCTIeOBAHNIL M CPAaBHUTE/IbHBII aHA/IM3 OPOH-
30BBIX HAKOHEYHVKOB CTPe/L. DTI XPOHOJIOTNYeCKIe paMKI IO TBeP>KAAI0TCA U PaloKapboHO-
BBIMM aHA/IM3aAMIU.

ON THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE CULTURE
OF ARCHAIC DAHISTAN

Ejigyul’ A. Muradova
National Office of Turkmenistan for the Protection, Study and Restoration of Monuments of History
and Culture, Ministry of Culture of Turkmenistan, Ashgabat, Turkmenistan

Keywords: Central Asia, Southeastern Turkmenistan, Yaz-depe, Ulug-depe, Southwestern Turkmeni-

stan, culture of archaic Dahistan, Madau-depe, Izat-kuli.

The beginning of the Early Iron Age in Central Asia for a long time, in accordance with the views
of Vadim M. Masson, was attributed to the first third of the 1* millennium BC. Later on, based on the
study of the stratigraphy of the sites of Afghanistan and Iran and comparing them with the synchro-
nous settlements of Central Asia, the periods of Elken IT and YazI began to date to the 12" — 7 cen-
turies BC. Radiocarbon dates for the period 3 detected at the settlement of Ulug-depe (Southeastern
Turkmenistan), which is synchronous with the Yaz I layer, fall within the interval from 1500 through
1100 BC.

Southwestern Turkmenistan belonged to the cultural province where the culture of archaic Da-
histan was widespread. V. M. Masson dated it to the late 2™ — early 1* millennia BC. Nowadays, the
chronology of the culture of archaic Dahistan is attributed to the 13%/12" — 7/6'" centuries BC, it
being grounded on the results of stratigraphic studies and as well of a comparative analysis of bronze
arrowheads. This dating is also confirmed by radiocarbon analyzes.
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