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In 2010-2011, in the Southeastern Karakum Desert, the Gonur 20 site was studied (dated to the
turn of the 3™ and 2"¢ millennia BC), which is a satellite settlement relative to the famous center of
Gonur Depe. Gonur 20 is located 4 km to the south of the palace-temple complex of Gonur. In the
spring of 2019, a new excavation area was laid out in the southwestern part of the site, in which eight
burials and a number of other objects were fixed. The burial no. 78 was divided into two chambers,
in one of which (eastern) there was a cyst with 11 ceramic vessels; in the second (western) chamber
there was a burial of a woman laid in a crouched position on her right side, with her head oriented to
the northwest. In addition to other offerings, in the southeastern corner of the pit there were remains
of a fragmented wooden object (22 x 17 cm) covered with a lime-sand mortar, over which a poly-
chrome painting was applied. Judging by several visible fragments (the main part of the representa-
tion needs a serious restoration), in it used were dyes of three colors — black, red and ocher-brown,
and the composition itself resembles a schematic image of an anthropomorphic personage holding a
snake in the hand. His second hand rests against the waist. Apart from the Gonur mosaics created in
mixed technics, this is a first find of polychrome painting within the territory of the Bactria-Margiana
archaeological complex.

KVYJIBTYPA 3EMJIEOEINA B JPEBHEM TOHYPCKOM OA3JCE'
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HNPUOMVDKEHHOCTh K IIEHTPaM IIPOMCXOXICHNS M PacHpOCTPAaHEHNUSA CelTbCKOXO3SMCTBEHHBIX
pacTeHmit; pa3HOOOpasyie Ky/IbTUBUPYEMBIX BIJIOB; VICIIO/Ib30BaHIE IIPMEMOB ONTYIMU3UPYIOLINX
JVICIIOJIb30BaHIe 3eMeJIbHBIX PeCypCcoB (Teppachl, CHCTeMa MPPUTALIMMN U T. [I.); HaJIM4Me CPefiCTB
11t 06pabOTKM 3eMIN, IepepabOTKM ¥ XpaHeHMsI YPOXKasi; OTPaXKeHNe 3eMIefle/IbuecKOll TeMa-
TUKU B [yXOBHOI KyJIbType.

ToHyp-pene sAB/I€TCA KPYIHBIM U XOPOIIO M3BECTHBIM IieHTpoM JIpeBHeit Mapruans! (2300-
1600 rT. 0 H. 3). Pe3ymbTaThl McCIefOBaHNA MaMATHNKA IeMOHCTPUPYIOT XapaKTepHbIE YepThI,
IpUCYyIye 3eM/IefeTbdecKuM HuBummsanuaM. KynbTypHbiii cioit JoHyp-zmene conepXuT ceMeHa
Pas/INYHBIX CEJIbCKOX03sIICTBEHHBIX pacTeHnit. Ha Tepputopyun maMsATHIUKA BBIABIEHA pa3BUTas
uppuranyonHas cetb. Cpenu apTeakToB NPUCYTCTBYIOT OPYANS i 00pabOTKU 3eM/H, Cpefi-
CTBa Jy1A cOopa 1 IepepaboTKY ypoxKasi, MHOTOUYNC/IEHHbIE COCY/bI /1A XpaHeHNs 3epHa. CeMeHa
3€PHOBBIX UCIIOTIb30BAJINICD 11 B PUTYa/IaxX ApeBHEro HaceneHus [onyp-zerne.

[TaneoxapronornyecKuii aHaIM3 IOKa3bIBaeT, YTO HacesieHne [oOHypa BbIpaIuBasIo IIeHdYa-
TBIV ¥ TOJIO3€PHBIN TYMEHD, MATKYIO ¥ IIAPO3EPHYIO IIIEHNITY, IIPOCO, 13 6060BBIX — YeUdeBUILY,
HYT U TOPOX (MeIKOCeMAHHYI0 pOpMY), 13 CaOBBIX — A0I0OHIO, a/bIvy (CIMBY), BUIIHIO, BIHO-
rpaj, u3 6ax4yeBbix — ppiHIO (CaraeBa, Cataes 2016).

Kocrouky BuHOrpaja, 06Hapy>KeHHbIe B 04arax, 4acTo MMEIOT BYJ, XapaKTEePHBII IS XKMBI-
Xa, 4TO CBUMIETENbCTBYET O IPAKTUKE OTXKMMA BIHOTPA/HOTO COKA M HA/IMYMU Y APEBHETrO Ha-
cenenus Tonyp-pene BuHogemusa. KpoMe Toro, B Ky/IbTypHOM CJIO€ ¥ B 04arax ObIIM BCTPeYeHbI
0OYyI/IeHHbIE «B3[[yThIe» 3epHA 31aKOB, KOTOPBIE, T10 BCEIl BEPOATHOCTY, SABJISIUCH OCHOBOIL /IS
OpO>KeHMs IPY IPUTOTOB/IEHUY IIMBHOTO HAIIUTKA.

O6paboTka 3eM/1M HOJ IMOCEBbI MPOUCXOANIA BPYYHYIO OPOH30BBIMU MOTBITAMU. 3€PHO 1
IPOAYKTHI IIepepabOTKM XpaHWINM B XyMaX U CIeIMaJIbHBIX AMaX-XpaHVWINIAX, IPOMa3aHHBIX
U3HYTpY IIMHOIL. 171 ITOMO/Ia MICIIO/Ib30Ba/IN MAaCCHBHBIE KaMEeHHbIE 3€PHOTEPKI I TIeCTHI.

BecpMma mokasaTesIbHBIM B OTHOIIEHUHM 3eMilefieniud ABjdeTcs morp. 2900. 9To 3axopoHeHMe
MY KYMHBI U1 KEHIIMHBI IIOXKVJIOTO BO3PACTa B LIMCTE COIPOBOX/JA/IN YHUKA/IbHbIE apTe(haKThl —
cepeOpsHble ¥ OPOH30BBIE IPEIMETHI, YKPALIeHs, U3JIe/Ns U3 CTIOHOBOII KOCTY, OO/IbIIIOE KOJIN-
vyecTBO Kepamuku. K mjucre npuerana nnargopma, Ha KOTOPOJ ObII 3aXOpOHEHbI iBa GapaHa,
JiBa ATHEHKa, jBe cobaky u rojosa sksuza (JIybosa 2004).

Co Bcex CTOpOH norpebenne ObII0 OKPY>KEHO MOLIHBIM (BBICOTOI 5-10 cM) clioeM 00yTieH-
HBIX 3epeH IIIeHNIBI U AYMeHA. B croe 3epHa ObIT 0OHapy)KeH parMeHT IJIeTeHOl LIMHOBKI
U3 IIATY CTI0EB TPOCTHUKA. BO3MOXKHO, 00yT/IeHHbIe 3epHa ObIIN YIOXKEHBI Ha IITHOBKY, KOTOpas
BIIOC/IE[ICTBUY UCTIIENA.

PexoHcTpynpyemas momajib, Ha KOTOpOJ OBIIO pacChIIAHO 3€pHO, COCTAB/IAET He MeHee
32 M7 T. e. CyMMapHO ObI/IO 3aXOpPOHEHO He MeHee 1,6 M’ 3epHa AYMEH U IIIIEHNIIBI, YTO MOXKET
coctaBnATh 0,9-1,2 T cemaH.

LIncTa OKpy>keHa C YeThIpeX CTOPOH OYaraMyl, B KOTOPBIX CKUTA/IN CTeO/IN TpaB, OHOIETHIE
BETOYKM TaMapyCKa, cakcay/a, TPOCTHUK, MHOIZIAa — 3€pHa 3/1aKoB. BeposATHO, 3TO criefbl 00psi-
IOBBIX JIEICTBIII 3a TIpefie/laMyl CaMoli IIVICTBL. Y UUTBIBAs YHUKA/IbHBII XapaKTep MorpebaIbHOro
COTIPOBOXK/IEHN S, MOXKHO TIPENIIIO/araTh, 4YTO CTO/b MOIIHBIN CTIO¥ 3epHA TaKXKe ABJIA/CA MOIHO-
IIEHVEeM JIMIY BBICOKOTO paHTra. 3epHO ObUIO CIeIValTbHO IOATOTOBIEHO, OOYITIEHO, PAaCcChIITaHO
Ha I[IHOBKAX, IIOKPBITO CBEPXY TOICTBIM C/I0eM 0OMasKy, a 3aTeM Ha HeM OblIa COOpY>KeHa LIUCTa.
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AGRICULTURE IN THE ANCIENT GONUR OASIS

Liliya V. Sataeva
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Keywords: agriculture, Ancient Margiana, Gonur Depe, Bronze Age.

Gonur-Depe is the large and well-known center of Ancient Margiana (2300-1600 BC). The
archaeobotanical analysis has shown that the Gonur population cultivated membranous and bare grain
barley, soft and globular wheat, millet; of the legumes — lentils, chickpeas and peas (small-seeded
form); of the orchards — apple, cherry-plum, plum, grapes; of the watermelons — melon; all of these
demonstrate a diversity of the plants grown.

The agriculture was based on the estuary and irrigation watering. The population used hoes for
cultivating the land, sickles for harvesting and processing the crops, as well as specially constructed
pits and vessels for storing the grain. Grain seeds were widely used in rituals of the ancient population
of Gonur Depe. This testifies to a high level of the development of agriculture in ancient Margiana,
which made it possible to provide the population of the city center with agricultural products in the
conditions of progressive climate aridization.
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The distribution of the objects belongs to the so-called BMAC or the Oxus Civilization have
been limited to the area of southern Central
Asia with a few exceptions of usually prestige
objects which were found outside of this area
in Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan. Recent data
and material gathered through archaeological
surveys and excavations as well as chance finds,
and groups of confiscated objects driving mainly
from illegal excavations in northeastern Iran that
eventually housed in the local museum collections
of the Mofakham Museum in Bojnurd and the
Akbariyeh Museum in Birjand in the Northern
and Southern province of Khorasan in Iran.
These discoveries are contributing to re-define
the boundaries of this archaeological cultural
complex which now seems to be distributed
in a much wider area than formerly perceived,

encompassing almost the whole territory of the Fig- 1. Stone “columns” from the museums in
province of Khorasan, Iran

historical region of Greater Khorasan.
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