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This paper is dedicated to the study of the stone hand-bags of lock shape and other similar
forms discovered across Bronze Age Eurasia. These artefacts are often called as “weights” and
“pierre ansées”. Information, data and measurements are collected and presented for the first time
in a comprehensive paper. A preliminary typology of the artefacts divided into seven large types,
with few sub-types, is then advanced. Unfortunately, most of the hand-bags have been found
by change, lacking useful information to understand and reconstruct their original function —
whether ritual, social or economic — that remains enigmatic. The earliest of them were found in
proto-chalcolithic and chalcolithic sites of south Turkmenistan (Anékmmnn 1973), as well as few
rough hand-bags, distinguished by a solid, thick body and unpolished surfaces, were found by E.
Schmidt (Schmidt 1937) in a Period IIB context of Tepe Hissar (north-eastern Iran), datable to
the last centuries of the 4™ millennium BC. Two identical rough handled weights were recently
recovered on the surface of a minor settlement in Sistan, not far from Shahr-i Sokhta, in associa-
tion with pottery of the early 3" millennium BC. However, the period of their greatest diffusion is
comprised between the mid-3" and the mid-2" millennium BC, as confirmed by the discovery of
some hand-bags in stratigraphic contexts of farmers settlements located in northern and south-
easter Iran, southern Turkmenistan, Iraq and Uzbekistan.

Recently, a large number of these beautiful and complex artefacts have been illegally excavated
in the plundered graveyards of the Halil Rud, southern Iran (Majiidzadeh 2003). Only few speci-
mens, unfortunately without context, were later recovered by the Iranian authorities. What was
their symbolic meaning and their actual function in the funerary rituals? Together with clorite and
schist staffs and miniature columns, “weights” of variable forms, including finely figurative stone
hand-bags, had probably a very specific function in the funerary rituals of the elites that, between
the late 3" millennium and the middle of the 2" millennium BC, were diffused across Eastern
Iran, Bactria, Central Asia and northern Baluchistan. These stone artefacts played an unknown
but evidently pervasive ideological function.

Moreover, other hand-bags have been iden-
tified by the author of this paper in the store-
rooms of different museums in southern Ka-
zakhstan and Uzbekistan extending their area of
diffusion northward, toward the cultural world —
of the Eurasian steppes. For example, a lock-  f*
shaped undecorated handbag (Fig. 1), made
of grayish granite found by chance in 1984 in
the Lenin village of the Kordaj district, at the
border between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, is
displayed today in a showcase of the Historical
Museum of Zhambyl (formerly, Taraz) in south
Kazakhstan. Others are stored in the Central

State Museum of Almaty as well as some speci- Fig. 1. Lock-shaped handbag from the Lenin

mens are in the R'egional Museum of History of village of the Kurday ditrict, at the border between
Ferghana (Uzbekistan). Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan

.



58 CEKIIUA I

A chronological attribution to the second half of the late 3* millennium BC is here put forth
for these Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan handbags chance finds. As witnessed further by the beauti-
ful lock-shaped handbag or amulet from Soch, in Ferghana, characterised by fine figurative zoo-
morphic decoration and inserts containing coloured stones, they may testify the earliest attempts
made by southern Central Asian surveyors to explore and exploit the southern Central Asian
steppes in search for metal and other resources.

Aware that the geographical definition of Oxus Civilisation is a matter of broad scientific
debate, the study of this class of objects allows to shed some new light on the socio-economic and
cultural contacts between the settled farming communities of Middle Asia and the mobile groups
of cattle breeders widespread across the Eurasian steppes.
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KAMEHHBIE «CYMOYKIV B ®OPME 3AMKA» (PIERRE ANSEES)
M3 TEHTPAJIbHOI Y CPEJTHEN A3UMN:
TUIIOJIOT W, PACITPOCTPAHEHME I HOBBIE OTKPBITUA

/K. JI. bonopa
Mexcoynapoonas accoyuavus uccnedosaruti 6 Cpedusemmomopve u Ha Bocmoxe,
Pum, Umanus

Kniouesvie cnosa: kamennovle apmedaxmul 6 8ude «Cymodex», OpoH308biil 6ex, munonoeus, Vparckoe

nnamo, Llenmpanvnas Asus, Eepasutickas cmenv, cpedneazuamckue cepol 63aumo0eticmeus.

Jlokaj MOCBSAILEeH M3yYeHNIO KaMEHHBIX «CyMOYeK B hopMe 3aMKa» M JPYTUX MOfO0OHBIX GopM,
oOHapy>XeHHBIX Ha NaMATHMKaX OpOH30BOro Beka Eppasum. CaMble paHHMe M3 HUX ObUIM Halife-
HBI Ha IIPOTOSHEOIUTUYECKIX U SHEOMUTNYecKuX nocenenusax I0>xnoro Typkmenucrana (Anéxkua
1973). Ellle HECKOTIBKO «CYMOK» I'py60il pabOThI, OT/IMYAIOLIVXCS TBEPABIM, TOJICTBIM TeJIOM U He-
HO/IVPOBAHHOI IIOBEPXHOCTHIO, ObIM HalifeHsl O. IlIMupnrom Ha Teme Tuccap (CeBepo-BocTounbrit
Vpan) B xonTekcte IIB nepuopa, gatupyemoro nociegayumu ekamu IV Toic. 1o H. 3. (Schmidt 1937).
OpHako BpeMs HanbObIIETO UX PaclIpOCTpaHeHNs IpuxoanTcs Ha cepenuny 111 — cepepuny 11 Toic.
IO H. 3., 4TO IOATBEP>KAAeTCsl OOHAPY>KeHNEeM HEeKOTOPBIX CYMOK B CTpaTUrpapuIeckux KOHTEKCTax
3eMJlefieNTbueCcKUX IToceneHnii, pacnonoxeHHolx B CeBepHoM 1 IOro-Boctounom Vpane, IOxxHOM
Typxmenncrana, Vpake un Ysbeknucrane. B nocnegnee BpeMs 00/bliioe KOMMYECTBO STUX KPACUBBIX
U CJIOXKHBIX apTe(aKTOB ObI/IO He3aKOHHO BBIKOIIAHO Ha pasrpalieHHbIX MOTMIbHMKaX Xamwt Pyna
Ha 1ore VMpana. Bmecre ¢ «rmocoxamm» 13 XJI0puTa U CIaHIIa ¥ MMHUATIOPHBIMM «KOJIOHKAMM», «TYP»
pasnu4HbIX GOPM, B TOM YIUCTIe ¥ KAMEHHBIE «CYMOYKI», BEPOATHO, BBIIIOHAIN OYeHb cliennguye-
CKYI0 YHKIVIO B IOTpeOaIbHbIX PUTYaIaX JIUThL, KOTOPbIE B Iepuoy Mexay Konuowm IIT u cepenn-
Hoit Il Thic. 0 H. 3. OBUIM pacIpocTpaHeHsl o BceMy Boctounomy Vpany, Bakrpun, LleHTpanbHOit
Asyu u CeBepHomy benymxmcrany. 911 KaMeHHbIe apTe(aKThl UTPaIV HEU3BECTHYIO, HO, 04€BU/HO,
nprobpeTaBiIyio Bce Oonmbline MacuTadbl npeonorndeckymo ¢ynkuno. Kpome Toro, Takume xe «Cy-
MOYKI» OBUIM OOHAPY)KeHbI aBTOPOM [OK/Ia/ia B XpaHMININAX pasHbIX My3eeB B IOskHoM Kaszaxcrane
U Y30eKucraHe, 4YTO pacliupseT 30Hy UX PACIPOCTPAHEHNUA Ha CeBep, B HAIIPABIeHUM KY/IbTYpPHOTO
IIPOCTPAHCTBA €BPA3UIICKUX CTEIEN.
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