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THE STUDY OF THE ANCIENT HISTORY OF AFGHANISTAN
IN THE WORKS BY VADIM M. MASSON
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The paper analyzes of the works by Vadim M. Masson, which are devoted to the archaeology and
ancient history of Afghanistan. In them he has considered the basic questions of cultural genesis and
the formation of the earliest centers of agricultural cultures, the resettlement of peoples and the emer-
gence of great civilizations in the country and adjacent territories. Based on the fact that the region
has been little studied archaeologically, however, a large number of monuments have been discovered,
ranging from the Stone Age to the Late Middle Ages, it has been concluded that Afghanistan was al-
ways at the epicenter of events of all the historical eras, and there were cultural ties between the civiliza-
tions of India and Central Asia and the Middle East.
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Tonyp-pene, npepnonaraeMplil afiIMMHUCTPAaTUBHO-KY/IbTOBBIN LeHTp [IpeBHeit MapruaHsl,
pacnonoxeH B 85 KM K ceBepy o I. baitpamanu (Mapsiitckuii Benast TypkMeHnncTana). Peaynb-
TaTbl pafiOYITIEPOITHOTO aHA/IM3a [TI0Ka3bIBAIOT, YTO BpeMEeHHbIE paMKI CyllleCTBOBaHMe JoHyp-
Jierie ompesienATca B mpefenax 2500-1500 rr. mo H. 9. (3aitiesa n fp. 2008: 179; Fontugne et al.
In print), XOTs1 BHyTPEeHHA IePUOAU3ALIN ITAMATHUKA OCTAETCs ¢1abo paspaboTaHHOIL.

B. V1. Capuanuyy BBIfIe/IA/I TPY STamna PyHKLIMOHMPOBAHIA IIPOTOTOPOAICKOTO IeHTpa. OgHaKO
Bo Bop1e Tonypa on n b. H. Yieymypamos KpoMme Tpex rOpiM3OHTOB, OTPAKAOLUX MIEPUOTBI 3a-
CTPOJIKM U IepeIUTaHNPOBKI IBOPIIA, OTMeYa/IN CIefbl 60/Iee paHHUX 1 60J1ee ITO3THUX KOHCTPYK-
it (Yoeymypanos 1996; Capuanupy 1998). Ha ocHoBaHuy Haxopiok paHHux creH B. V. Capuann-
IV IPEATIONArasl, YTo «II0I00HO KeJUIeUIICKOMY 0a3JCy, I B TOHYPCKOM MME/VCh HeONITOBEeYHbIe
cTpoenus, orHocsmyecs k pyoexy IV-III teic. o 1. 9.» (Capuanuay 1998: 2). Cneppl nCIIonb3oBa-
HIIS Y9acTKa [IOC/Ie PyMHM3ALUY IBOPIIA IIPOSAB/ISAIOTCS OOPBIBKAMY CTE€H U TOHYAPHBIMY IIeYaMI,
BIYIEHHBIMI B PyVHBI IpeAIIecTBYOMMX repronos (Capuanuan 1996: 1-2).

B cBA3M ¢ HEOOXOMVIMOCTBIO YTOYHEHNS 11 KOHKPETU3aIMI 9THX JAHHBIX B IIepudepuitHoii ce-
BEPHOI! 1 BOCTOYHOI 4acT! ABOPLA ObUIM IIPOBEIEHBI MCCTeNOBAHNMA 10 BBLICHEHNIO CTPATUTPa-
(1UIeCcKOro IONIOKEHN 1 0COOEHHOCTeII YCTPOIICTBA COXPAHMBIINXCA CTeH. B 2014-2018 IT. 3pech
Ob110 006C/IENOBAHO U OMMCAaHO 50 pa3pe30B-PaCUMCTOK, BBLAB/ICHbI HOBBIE CTPONUTE/IbHBIE OOBEKTHI.

O60611as HaHHbIE TIePBBIX MCCIegoBarenell [oHypa 1 HallMX CTpaTurpapryecKux UcCaeno-
BaHMIT, MOXXHO TOBOPUTD O HA/IMYUY 37I€Ch IIATY CTPOUTEIbHBIX TOPU30HTOB (ILATY IIEPUOJIOB).

! Pa6ora Brimonuena pu ¢puHaHcoBoI noppepxke POOI, nmpoext «[IpeBHOCTI» Ne 18-09-40082.



CEKOUA I 41

1. Ot ocHOBaHMS TOCeNeHus O BO3BemeHMs aBopua (~2500/2300-2000rr. moH.3.) —
1-i1 CTPOUTENbHBI TOPU3OHT ABOPLA («JOEBOPIIOBbI» TOPU3OHT).

2. Ot BO3BefieHMsI IBOPLA [0 «OOMBIIOrO moXKapa» Bo gBopie (~2000-1900rr. 1o H.3.) —
2-J1 CTPOUTENbHBIV TOPU3OHT ABOpPLA («I HBOPLIOBBIII» TOPU3OHT).

3. Ot Hayasa BOCCTAHOB/IEHVSI ABOPLA IIOCTIe MOXKapa 10 MpeKpalieHns GyHKIMOHNPOBa-
HUS IBOpLA KaK pesujeHuy mnpasurerneit [onypa — yxopa mpassieit amutsl (~1900-1700 rr.
IO H.9.) — 3-71 CTPONUTEbHBIN TOpU3OHT ABopLa («II ZBOPIIOBBI» TOPU3OHT).

4. OT BpeMeHM yXOfia IIpaBslleil SMUThI M HadajIa VICIIO/Ib30BAHN JBOPLA IIPOCTHIMM OOLIVH-
HMKaMI (IIepeIUIaHMpOBKY IIOMEIeHNIT BOPLIA /I COOCTBEHHBIX HY)K[I) IO €O IIOJTHOTO 3aITyCTe-
Hus (~1700-1600 TT. 10 H. 3.) — 4-11 CTPOUTENbHBIT ropu3oHT ABopLa («III FBOPLIOBBII» TOPU3OHT).

5. OT BpeMeHN 3aIIyCTeHNA JBOPLA [JO IIOTHOTO OCTABJIEHNA JIIO[bMI TePPUTOPUN IPOTOTO-
poxckoro nentpa (~1600-1500 IT. 1o H. 3.) — 5-71 CTPOUTENbHBII TOPU3OHT ABOPLA («IIOCTABOP-
LJOBBIi1» TOPU30HT).
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Gonur Depe is the administrative and religious centre of Ancient Margiana, the ruins of which
are located in 85 km to the north of the town of Bayramaly (Turkmenistan). The time frame for the
existence of Gonur Depe is defined in the range of 2500-1500 years BC. Summarizing the data of the
first researchers of Gonur Depe and our stratigraphic studies, conducted in 2014-2018, one can talk
about the presence there of five periods (construction horizons) of the functioning of this proto-city
center:

1. from the foundation of the settlement to the construction of the palace (~2500/2300-2000 BC);

2. from the construction of the palace to the “big fire” in the palace (~2000-1900 BC);

3. from the beginning of the restoration of the palace after the fire until it ceased to function as a
residence of the rulers of Gonur Depe (~1900-1700 BC);

4. from the time of the departure of the ruling elite and the use of the palace by the common
members until its complete desolation (~1700-1600 BC);

5. from the time of the desolation of the palace to the complete abandonment of this territory by
the people (~1600-1500 BC).
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