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Summary

Nemirov hill-fort belongs to the most re-
markable sites of the forest-steppe zone of the
Eastern Europe. It was situated in the remote
forest-steppe area of the South Bug basin, on
the left bank of the river. Nemirov is located on
a steep slope of the plateau and at the adjoining
low-lying area. Outworks form irregular oval and
the small river which flows from west to east,
divides the area of the settlement into two
unequal parts — northern (two-thirds of the
area) and southern. Rampart and ditch form
a closed fence of the total length of the outer
shaft from 4.5 to 5.5 km. The height of the shaft
now reaches more than g m, width — 32 m.
Total area of the city-site is more than
100 hectares. The settlement was founded
in Eneolithic time and existed with interruptions
till the Middle Ages. In the Early Iron Age it
became fortified. Nemirov was the most
westerly of the large Early Scythian fortifications.
It was the period when the site reached its
maximum flourishing and power.

Nemirov hill-fort attracted attention of Rus-
sian scholars since the mid-nineteenth century,
soon after that the first plans of the site were
published. But the actual excavations began
there in the beginning of the 20t century, when
in summer 1909 S. S. Gamchenko visited the
site and carried out the first archaeological
investigations. As a representative of the
Imperial Archaeological Commission from Saint-
Petersburg, he was conducting excavations in
the South Russia, in Podolia province, and also
examined a city-site near the small town of Ne-
mirov. In 1910, A. A. Spitzyn with a group of
students conducted excavations (more than
2500 fragments of ceramics and about
5oo items of clay, bone, horn, stone, flint,
bronze and iron). Excavations of Nemirov city-
site resumed in the mid-twentieth century, when
South-Podolian archaeological expedition of
State Hermitage Museum led by M. I. Artamonov
conducted excavations of the site. During the
period of the researches (1946-1948) around
4000 square meters were excavated, among the
complexes discovered were ground-dwelling
buildings with fireplaces.

During all the campaigns the excavations
have been concentrated mostly in the central
part of the site, at the acropolis of the hill-fort.

According the data from the excavations by
S.S. Gamchenko (1909), A. A. Spitzyn (1910) and
M. I. Artamonov (1946—1948), we can conclude
that the most important role Nemirov played in
the Early Iron Age. The materials from the
excavations are kept now in the State Hermitage
Museum (Saint Petersburg), in the Department
of Archaeology of Eastern Europe and Siberia.

The book which we bring forward the
scholars and interested readers offers the
results of the collective project carried out by
the group of specialists from the State Hermitage
and the Institute for Material Culture (Russian
Academy of Sciences). During the work at the
project the materials from the old excavations
of Nemirov hill-fort have been examined. The
work covered the materials from two main
cultural horizons — ones of the Eneolithic and
the Early Iron age. Dr. E. G. Starkova studied the
materials belonged to Trypillia culture
(Eneolithic period), Dr. M. T. Kashuba and
Dr. M. Yu. Vakhtina worked at Scythian and
Greek artifacts (Early Iron Age). During our work
we examined all the accessible archaeological
objects as well as all accessible excavation and
archive documentation. It should be mentioned
separately that during our work we got the
permanent support from the other specialists,
to whom we would like to express our sincere
gratitude.

The cultural remains discovered at Nemirov
are numerous and very important for the study
of the vast range of problems, connected the
ancient history of the region, the characteristic
features of local cultures, interactions between
different groups of local population and many
others. Unfortunately the whole range of the
materials stayed unsystematized for a long
time and so difficult of access for scholars. We
hope that our research will fill a gap at least for
several periods of the existence of the site.

Eneolithic period. One of the most important
tasks of the project was the examination of
Tripilia culture materials from Nemirov. In the
process of the work typological and statistic
analyses of pottery, zoomorphic and anthro-
pomorphic figurines have been carried out. For
the first time the layer of paint on the pottery
has been analyzed for the purpose to determine
the binding materials and chemical composition
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of the pigments. Firstly revealed organic binding
materials cast doubt on the established opinion
that Tripilian pottery has been painted before
the burning. The investigation of micro sections
by electron microscope allowed estimating the
availability of engobes, as well as the diffe-
rences in the chemical compositions of engobes
and clay mass. Comparative examination of the
pottery technology with involvement the ma-
terials from simultaneous sites made it possible
to sort out in Nemirov collection local (regional)
peculiarities in pottery production has been
also carried out. The investigations provided
confirmed the existence the singular Tripilia
settlement at the territory of Nemirov city-site.
Till the recent time it was considered that there
are three Tripilia sites at the place, existed at
different times; Nemirov Tripilian site was
dated the second half of the 4th mill. BC, which
corresponds the phase Cl of Late Tripilia culture
according the periodization by T. S. Passek.

Analysis of the finds belonging to the turn
of the Middle-Late periods would allow to reveal
the markers which determine the transition
between phase B Il (Middle period) and phase
C I (Late period).

Early Iron Age. During the work at the
materials from the Early Scythian horizon ty-
pological, statistic, artistic and stylistic ana-
lyses of pottery (Greek and barbarian, more than
4500 fragments in total) have been carried out,
the whole number of individual finds (the
objects made of clay, stone, flint, bone and horn,
bronze and iron, more 100 examples in total)
has been examined. The Early Iron Age materials
from Nemirov were observed according to the
modern chronological schemes and new dating
systems, accepted for the Eastern Hallstatt
Cultures of the Middle Europe, Hallstatt cultures
of the Carpathian-Danube region, Early Scythian
Culture of the Northern Black Sea Coastal
Region and East-Greek Pottery. The Early Iron
Age materials from Nemirov city-site were dated
in the frames from the end of the 8th till the first
quarter-middle 6th cent. BC and the early phase
of its development were referred to the Early
Scythian Culture; the import of Greek pottery at
Nemirov city-site began about the mid. 7" cent.
BC; its «peak» corresponds the third quarter
of the century. The objects and complexes
belonged to Early Scythian Culture (dugouts
and above-ground dwelling, pits, hearths) have
been studied, their constructive features have
been revealed.

During the work at collections of hand-
made pottery of local production and Greek
imported pottery the rare types of the vessels,
unknown in the Northern Black Sea Coastal
Region, have been detected. In the result of the
study of archaeological objects and excavation
documentation the important stratigraphically
observations have been made: in dugouts nos.
1and 2 the early Greek pottery (SiA Ib, 650-630
BC) had been used jointly with the qualitative
Hallstatt pottery and typical local forest-steppe
forms, which allows to conclude, that East-
Greek pottery appeared in Nemirov after the
«Western impulse».

In the result the five constituent compo-
nents in the material culture of Nemirov city-site
of the Early Iron Age have been revealed: local
(settled population), Early Scythian (newly
arrived early-nomadic), Hallstatt of Carpathian-
Danube origin (Basarabi and Barsesti-Ferigile
cultures) and Greek (Archaic pottery).

We tried to show that the Nemirovo materials
proved that the multicultural interactions
between the Greeks and the barbarians were the
distinctive feature of the early phase of the Greek
colonization of the region. Among the barbarians
the different groups, involved in these contacts,
can be singled out: indigenes as well as the
representatives of the other cultural «worlds»
(population belonged to Hallstatt cultures and
cultural groups of Carpathian-Danube area,
«peasants» by birth from Eastern Hallstatt
Cultures of the Middle Europe).

We arrived at a conclusion that Nemirov
hill-fort was a big populated area in the Early
Scythian period, where the powerful group of
people has been the permanent residents. That
allows supposing that the site has been one of
the important administrative, economical and
cultural centers of the European Archaic Scythia.
Thus Nemirovo city-site was the regional home-
base settlement for the Early Iron Age of the
Eastern Podolia. In the Early Scythian time the
material culture of the site marked in the North
Pontic Region the «Hallstatt impulse» of the 7th
cent. BC from Carpathian-Danube area and
further, across it, from the Middle Europe.

One of the main achievements of the work
of the team of researchers dealt with the
materials of Nemirovo city-site from the
excavations in the 2oth century was the
developed general periodization of habitation
of the territory of the site in Eneolithic period,
Bronze Age, Early Iron Age, Middle Ages
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periods, New times and Modern times. Totally
6 periods of the occupation of the site were
distinguished:

1) NEMIROV-I, Eneolithic period (second half
of the 4th mill. BC); Tripolian culture, phase Cl.

2) NEMIROV-II, Bronze Age (?), late 2nd mill. BC.

3) NEMIROV-III, Early Iron Age:

a) Sub horizon NEMIROV-III.1

Phase NEMIROV-IIl.1.1, Early Scythian
period (end of the 8" — turn of the 8"—7' cent.
BQ); Early Scythian culture, early phase, stage
ESC-1;

Phase NEMIROV-IIl.1.2, Early Scythian
period (first half of the 7" cent. BC); Early
Scythian culture, pre-colonization phase, stage
ESC-2;

Phase NEMIROV-IIl.1.3, Early Iron Age, Early
Scythian period (second half of the 7t — first
half of the 6t cent. BC); Early Scythian culture,
colonization phase, stage ESC-3.

b) Sub horizon NEMIROV-IIl.2, La Tene
(2m-1%t cent. BO) ().

¢) Sub horison NEMIROV-III.3, Late Roman
time (3"-4" cent. AD); Chernyakhov culture.

4) NEMIROV-IV, Middle Ages (10t—11"" cent.);
Old Russian culture.

5) NEMIROV-V, New times.

6) NEMIROV-VI, Modern times.

According the available data, Nemirov hill-
fort could be one of the most important admi-
nistrative, economic and ideological centers of
European/Archaic Scythia. The regional specific

character of Bug region was the fact, that in
Early Scythian time historical and cultural deve-
lopment of the area determined by the distant
connections with the transmitters of European
Hallstatt traditions and the early contacts with
the Greeks. That changes the traditional fixed
notions about East Podolia played a role of an
intermediate territory between Dnieper and
Dniester basins. Materials under examination
form an impression that the Bug area,
especially Eastern Podolia where Nemirov hill-
fort was situated functioned as a transit
territory. Across this area went a transfer of
technologies, ideas, as well as transference of
people, mostly in latitudinal direction: from the
North Black Sea Coastal Region to Carpathian
depression (and further to the west) and back.
A presence of the water-way (South Bug)
promoted transits in latitudinal and partly
meridional directions — to remote forest-
steppe and forest zones. It is quite possible
that the area could play a role of transit territory
in different historical periods.

In the case of conducting new field investi-
gations brought up to modern level, Nemirov
could be considered not only as a base regional
site, but also as a point having an important
significance for Northern Pontic Region and ad-
joining areas in the Early Iron Age. The analysis
of materials from the old excavations demon-
strates the potential of the material culture of
the site which needs further exploration.



	+0.pdf
	21-Summary

