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BACKGROUND
TO THE ERTEB@LLE CULTURE

The Ertebelle culture (ca. 5400-3950 cal BC) represents the ter-
minal Mesolithic over much of Southern Scandinavia including
Denmark, Scania in Southern Sweden, Schleswig-Holstein and
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern in Northern Germany, and North-
ern Poland (fig. 1). It is best described as a hunter-fisher-gather-
er adaptation whose terminus is marked by the introduction of
domesticated plants and animals at the archaeological bounda-
ry designating the Early Neolithic Funnel Beaker (TRB) culture.

Outstanding conditions of preservation and a research his-
tory dating to the mid-19" century have yielded an outstanding
dataset of material culture. In this regard, especially the many
sites with (often large) assemblages of recovered animal remains
provide a unique opportunity to examine Mesolithic subsist-
ence. In addition to ceramics and vast quantities of lithics, the
recovery of tools made from organic materials including canoes,
paddles, fish hooks, harpoons, fish weirs and traps, bows and
arrows, and even textiles help to interpret the extensive faunal
dataset. The Ertebelle people’s subsistence economy exploited

all the different ecotones that were available and included ter-
restrial and marine mammals, birds, molluscs, various plants —
and especially fish (e.g. Blankholm, 2008; Enghoff, 2011; Gron,
2013; Ritchie, 2010). We use published and unpublished infor-
mation about fish remains, in conjunction with examples of
fishing-related technology, to demonstrate that the Ertebelle
subsistence regime was not homogenous, but encompassed sig-
nificant variability both spatially and temporally which must be
appreciated to understand this period.

THE PRESENT STUDY

In recent years there have been a number of renewed excavations at
several of the famous Ertebolle sites in Denmark, including Drag-
sholm (2002-2004), Farevejle (2004-2005) and Havne (2005-2013),
whilst several new sites have been investigated including Asnzes
Havnemark (2007), Hjarne (2013-2017) and Thygeslund (2013-
2014) (Ritchie, 2010; Ritchie et al., 2013; Robson, 2015). In addition,
curated but unstudied assemblages have been analysed, for exam-
ple Nederst midden I (excavated 1987-1992) and Skellerup Enge
(excavated in 1977 and 1987) (Ritchie, 2010; Ritchie et al., in press)

Fig. 1. Map of Northern Europe showing the area occupied by the Ertebglle culture.
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and other sites have been fully published (e.g. Andersen, 2009, An-
dersen, 2013, Andersen, 2018). This growing dataset has prompted
a re-evaluation of fishing during the Ertebelle culture of Southern
Scandinavia. We do not have space here to explore all of the issues
relevant to using this data (e.g. preservation and recovery biases, dif-
fering histories of research across the region), but we acknowledge
the limitations while still arguing that it is the logical place to begin
any examination of this pillar of Ertebelle subsistence.

Although the analysis is ongoing, we have collated information
from 126 Ertebolle sites throughout the region that have fish as-
semblages or examples of fishing technology (or both). The data
include more than 350000 identified bones from at least 36 differ-
ent families of fish. Gadidae (cods and haddocks) are overwhelm-
ingly dominant, comprising almost half of the identified specimens
(NISP) and occurring in 61% of the assemblages. Flatfish (Pleu-
ronectidae and Scophthalmidae) follow (present at 57% of the sites,
but only ca. 19% of the NISP) and then eel (Anguilla anguilla, L.
1758) with 11% of NISP, although it is found at almost as many sites
(52%) as the gadids and flatfish. The discrepancies between rela-
tively low NISP values in comparison to the frequencies with which
the taxa occur in assemblages may partly stem from the nature of
the prehistoric fisheries — but it is almost certainly also affected
by taphonomic biases. This is perhaps most evident with herring
(Clupea harengus, L. 1758), which is only ca. 1.5% of the NISP de-
spite being found at 36% of the sites. Although there tends to be
an emphasis on coastal sites and marine (or diadromous) species,
fishing was also undertaken in the hinterland. Cyprinidae (carps
and minnows), at 9% of the NISP, and northern pike (Esox lucius,
L. 1758) and the perch family (Percidae), both at ca. 3%, represent
a relatively small part of the total number of fish remains, but they
are completely dominant in some of the assemblages. Indeed, the
importance of freshwater fish can be inferred from the fact that
they are present at 59% of the sites — including many at the coast.

While the combined data is useful for obtaining an overview
of aquatic resource use during this period, as we noted above,
Ertebelle subsistence was not uniform. Examples such as the
east-west dichotomy in the Danish material, the chronologi-
cal development of the fisheries on Jutland, and the freshwater
empbhasis of the Polish sites show how the fish remains indicate
differences in fishing techniques across time and space that can
influence interpretations of mobility and social organisation.
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APEBHEE PbIEOJIOBCTBO B lO)KHOH CKAHAWHABHH

X.K. Pobcon!, K. Puun?3

' BuoApX, [lenapmamerm Apxeonoeuu, Vopxckuii ynusepcumem, Vopxk, Benukobpumarus

? Myseii Moaczop, Xoiibepe, Janus

* Ilenmp banmuiickoii u CrxaHOuHasckoll apxeonoauu, Illnessue, Ilepmanus

MesomTa FOxuoi CKaHAVHABUM U TIPERIIeCTBYeT HO-
ABJIEHUIO HEOIUTUYECKNX 3eMJIeIE/IbYECKUX KyHbTyp

oK. 4000 cal BC.
VickmounTenbHO XOpoIle YCIOBUA COXPAHHOCTY U O/Tasd
UCTOPUS UCCIENOBAHNUIT, HAaYaBIIascsa B cepenuHe XIX Beka,

l :yanypa Opre6énie OTHOCUTC K 3110Xe (UHATBHOTrO

Ja/my 3HAYMTEIbHBI MAcCHB JAHHBIX, B TOM umcie Gojee
350 000 mpeHTMPUUMPOBAHHBIX PHIOHBIX OCTATKOB. BHOBB
IIOJTy4eHHbIe JaHHble 13 126 CTOSHOK pernoHa yBeIN4MBaIOT
BO3MOXXHOCTH JIJIs1 BBUSIB/ICHNST Pa3HOOOPa3usi B PeIO0OIOBCTBE
u 60j1ee MMPOKUX KYIbTYPHBIX aCIHEKTaX ITUX BOJHBIX OXOT-
HUKOB-CO6MpaTeneit.





