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ETHNOARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS
ON THE INTERRELATION OF MOBILITY, ECONOMY
AND SETTLEMENT STRUCTURE
AT THE NORTHERN SELKUP, TAZ REGION,
WESTERN SIBERIA

O.E. Poshekhonova!, H. Piezonka?, V.N. Adaev'!

! Tyumen Scientific Centre SB RAS, Institute of the problems of Northern development, Tyumen, Russia

? Institute for Pre- und Protohistory, Christian-Albrechts-University Kiel, Germany

ute to our understanding and interpretation of the

archaeological record left by Stone Age hunter-fisher
societies of Northern Eurasia by integrating analogies, ques-
tions of archaeological visibility, and indigenous knowledge.
A Russian-German cooperation project is devoted to the
study of settlement systems and lifeways of the Northern
Selkup, a mobile hunter-fisher-reindeer herder group in the
northern taiga zone.

The basin of the River Taz is located in the northern parts
of the Western Siberian taiga zone. Up until now it has re-
mained poorly studied in archeological terms. This is mainly
due to the difficult accessibility of this remote region for field
research. Over the last years, various modern period archaeo-
logical sites (settlements and burial grounds) have been newly
discovered which are associated with the northern Selkup,
a Samoyedic group that migrated to this region from the south
since the 17" century (Pelikh, 1981). Communities of Selkup
hunters, fishers and reindeer herders occupy this area up un-
til now, having preserved many traditional features in their
everyday culture and way of life (Adaev, 2014). This opens up
wide opportunities for the correlation of archaeological and
ethnographic data.

An initial basis for ethnoarcheological research in this
region was created by the archaeologist A.V. Koenig, who
compiled and analyses schemes of several seasonal settle-
ments of the Selkup (Kenig, 2010). In 2013, in continuation
of these works new ethnoarcheological studies were directed
by O.E. Poshekhonova, during which excavations of archaeo-
logical sites and collection of field ethnographic information
were conducted in parallel among the local population, while
the information obtained from different sources effectively
complemented each other. As a result, unique materials were
received on settlement, material and spiritual culture of the
Taz Selkups of the 17th-19th centuries (Poshekhonova, 2015;
Poshekhonova et al.,, 2015). In August 2016, the second field
season took place as part of the mentioned joint Russian-
German scientific project with the participation of German
archaeologists, archaeobotanists and geomorphologists. In
addition to continuing excavations in the area of the village
of Kikki-Akki, archaeological and ethnographic groups car-

Ethnoarchaeological approaches can greatly contrib-

ried out visits to the tributaries of the River Taz, the Koralka
and Pokalka, during which several dozens of different ethno-
graphic and archaeological sites were recorded and described
(Poshekhonova et al., 2017). In 2017, this promising coop-
eration was supported by a scientific grant from the German
Foundation Gerda Henkel Stiftung. In terms of methodology;,
the project covers archeology, ethnography, physical anthro-
pology, isotopic analysis, paleoethnobotany, dendrochronol-
ogy and AMS dating. The research is focused on the following
issues: 1) the organization of the economy and the system of
seasonal settlements; 2) migration, ethnic identity and cul-
tural modification in the system of general interrelationships;
3) the role of reindeer herding and the form of its organiza-
tion in conjunction with the commercial economic complex;
4) whether it is possible to trace the form of the economy, the
arrangement of settlements, dwellings, life support systems,
etc. of the northern Selkup in ancient times according to ar-
chaeological data.

One task of the project fieldwork is the multidisciplinary
documentation and spatial as well as functional analysis of vari-
ous parts of the enculturated landscape, including seasonal set-
tlement structures and dwellings, smoke houses for reindeer,
stationary fishing constructions, traps and pathways. This evi-
dence is shedding new light on the interrelation of site location,
subsistence economy, seasonality, environmental conditions
and cultural factors.

In 2016 and 2017, ethnoarchaeological fieldwork was car-
ried out at the Pokalka River, a left tributary of the Taz. Meth-
ods included survey, the generation of digital elevation models
by ground-based photogrammetry and quadrokopter remote
sensing, and excavation of twentieth century ethnographic fea-
tures. Several current and recently abandoned seasonal settle-
ment sites of the local Selkup hunter-reindeer herder families
were recorded, ranging from larger summer settlements with
Russian-style wooden dwelling houses built in recent years to
ruined traditional earthen winter houses of “poj-mod“ type
(Adayev, Zimina, 2016), ruined chum sites at winter and sum-
mer stations, and remnants of hunting devices and stationary
fishing constructions. In summer 2017, a ruined winter dwell-
ing of ,,poj-mod* type that had been in use in 1982 and 1983 by
a small family group was investigated in the presence of one of
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the former inhabitants. This fortunate constellation enabled the
team to gather valuable first-hand information and explanations
on site location choice, construction details, life ways of the in-
habitants, economic occupations and also on internal organiza-
tion of the dwelling and the use of the surrounding space and
wider areas. This way it was possible to compare information
deduced from the excavation with the information provided by
the former inhabitant, thus enabling detailed insights into the
archaeological visibility of various constructive, functional and
also non-utilitarian cultural aspects connected to the dwelling,
its history, use and occupants.

Further work will focus on systematizing the evidence
recorded during the surveys and the excavations in the up-
per Taz region. One task is the systematic assessment of
sunken/dug structures and other instances of excavation
into the ground within the Selkup life world, thus gener-
ating information on the genesis and function of features
that are potentially visible for archaeological investigations.
In doing so, we will at the same time create an overview
of activities, structures and traces of material culture that
are deposited above-ground and therefore would probably
escape the potential archaeological record. Another objec-
tive in which archaeological, ethnoarchaeological and eth-
nohistorical findings will be combined is the investigation
of different building traditions in the upper Taz region over
the last three to four centuries and their association with
ethnic groups, cultural contact and environmental/ecologi-
cal necessities.

Pabora BbIIONHEeHa Ipy (MHAHCOBOI IOAfiepXKKe (oHMA
«Ieppa  Xeuxenp Hltudrynr», Hoccenspopd, Iepmanms,
mnpoekt Ne AZ 13/V/17, «Nomaden der Taiga: Ethnoarchdolo-
gische Forschungen bei den Selkupen, einer der letzten mobilen
Jager-Fischer-Gemeinschaften in Sibirien».
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OTHOAPXEOJIOI'H9ECKHE HCCJIEAOBAHHA
B3AHMOCBSA3H MOBHJIBHOCTH, D KOHOMHKH
H CTPYKTYPbI [TOCEJIEHHH Y CEBEPHbIX CEJIbKYIOB
B TA3OBCKOM PAHOHE, 3ATIAZAHASI CHEHUPb

O.E. lNowexoHosa !, X. [MueuoHra?, B.H. Agaes !

! Uncmumym npo6nem océoerus Cesepa (MIIOC, TiomHL] CO PAH) Tiomerv

? Uncmumym [o- u IIpomoucmopuu Kunvckozo ynusepcumema, Kunv, lepmanus

CTeIleH! CII0COOCTBOBATD HallleMy ITIOHUMAHUIO Y IHTep-
IIpeTaluy APXEO/IOTMYECKUX CBUJETENbCTB, OCTAB/ICH-
HbIX KOJIJIEKTMBAMI OXOTHUKOB-PbI60710B0B CeBepHoit EBpasym
B 3I0XY KaMEHHOTO BeKa, ITyTeM MHTErPUPOBAHNUA aHaJIOIMIA,
BOIIPOCOB apPX€0/IOTMYECKON HAIMIAJHOCTI ¥ 3HAHMI KOPEHHBIX
HapopjoB. Poccniicko-repMaHCKiil IPOEKT COTPYLHIYIECTBA I10-

: )THoapxeonoquecxme II0AX0AbI MOTYT B 3HAYNTE/TBHOI

108

CBAIEH M3YYEHUIO IIOCETICHYECKMX CHCTEM U 00pasy >KU3HU
CEBEPHBIX CEbKYIIOB, IPYIIIbI MOOWIbHBIX OXOTHMKOB-PBIOO-
JIOBOB-OJIEHEBOJIOB B CeBepHoI Taiire. [ToneBbie paborsl B 2013,
2016 u 2017 rT. 6bUIM COCPETOTOYEHBI Ha TOKYMEHTHPOBAHUY
3VIMHUX >KUMIL U CBA3AHHBIX C HUMM CTPYKTYDP U IIPOIMTIN
HOBBIJI CBET Ha B3a/IMOCBA3b MECTA CTOAHKM, HaTypPajbHOTO XO-
3AJICTBA, TUIIOB JKI/IbS 1 OCBOEHN I MEJIKOTO OJIEHEBOJICTBA.
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Fig. 1. Pokalka, upper Taz region, Western Siberia. Sel’kup winter dwelling of “poj-mod” type constructed in 1982 and
excavated in 2017 in presence of one of the former inhabitants. A: View of the ruined house from north before excavation,
photo by Chr. Engel; B — Digital elevation model of house during excavation with earthen wall covering and soil extraction
pits visible, survey and graphics P. Kramarenko.





