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WILD GAME IN THE EARLY NEOLITHIC DIET —  

SUPPLEMENT OR THE SURVIVAL STRATEGY? 

SOME EXAMPLES FORM NORTH CROATIAN  

STARČEVO CULTURE SITES

K. Botić

Institute of Archaeology, Zagreb, Croatia

INTRODUCTION

T
he Early Neolithic in  the region between Sava, Drava 
and Danube rivers, situated on the southern edge of the 
Carpathian basin, was marked by Starčevo culture. his 

irst Neolithic population appeared in  western Syrmia and 
eastern Slavonia sometime around or  slightly ater 6000  BC 
(Botić, 2016a; 2016b) exhibiting the full so-called Neolithic 
package (Botić, 2016b: 196). However, it  is not certain what 
the nature of  encounter of  this new Neolithic population 
with previous Mesolithic inhabitants was (Botić, 2016b: 196). 
In north-eastern part of Croatia only several Mesolithic sites 
are known (Komšo, 2006: 75–78) and none of  them was ex-
cavated. his might be due to poor state of research although 
in this region it is most probably due to climate and hydrologi-
cal conditions (Botić, 2016a; 2016b). he early Neolithic sites 
were situated near rivers and very oten near marshes. So far, 
only traces of pit-dwellings from that period were found pos-
sibly attesting to  certain mobility of  the population (Green-
feld, Jongsma, 2006: 71). All of the sites discussed in this paper 
are situated in  this kind of  environment although Vinkovci-
Ervenica/Poljski jarak and Vinkovci-Sopot represent occupa-
tion during the early to late Neolithic transition and full late 
Neolithic occupation. Late Neolithic sees change in  housing 

and settlement forms switching from single layered to  tell 
sites in some cases. he end of Neolithic in this region is close 
to 4200 BC (Botić, 2016a).

WILD GAME  
IN THE EARLY NEOLITHIC DIET

Preservation of faunal remains from early Neolithic sites varies 
because of the soil qualities and occupation duration. he poor-
est conditions of  the material and the smallest amount found 
are observed at Zadubravlje-Dužine site. he osteological analy-
sis (Jurišić, 1992) shows that 81% of  the osteological remains 
were unsuitable for determination. his site shows traces of deer 
(3%), wild and domesticated pigs (7%), turtle (7%), ish and fox. 
Next is  Slavonski Brod-Galovo site with better preserved and 
larger amount of osteological remains of which 88% were suit-
able for analysis (Trbojević Vukičević, Babić, 1999: 63). At this 
site the remains of deer (15,85%), wild and domesticated pigs 
(4,01%) and beaver (2,32%) are recorded (Jarža, 1997; Trbojević 
Vukičević, Babić, 1999; 2007; Trbojević Vukičević et al., 2006; 
Minichreiter, 2007). On both sites the percentage of domesticat-
ed animals shows clear preference for small ruminants (among 
which is roe deer) which is over 50% while large ruminants are 

Fig. 1. Sites:  Slavonski Brod–Galovo; 2. Zadubravlje-Dužine; 3. Vinkovci–Sopot; 4. Vinkovci-Ervenica/Poljski jarak.
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present in about 25% of  remains. Slavonski Brod-Galovo site, 
more representative of two, shows traces of wild game in about 
20% of remains.

hese trends of exploitation of mammalian taxa surprisingly 
show stronger connection to  the southern Balkans regarding 
domesticated animals but stronger connection to the Carpathi-
an basin regarding red deer present in the diet (cf. Ethier et al., 
2017: 5, ig. 3).

During the transition from early to late Neolithic (Vinkovci-
Ervenica/Poljski jarak site) the presence of wild game is quite 
low (probably less than 8%) while the predominance of large ru-
minants is quite signiicant (60%) (Sivrić, 2015). During the late 
Neolithic (Vinkovci–Sopot site) these trends shit once again 
towards the wild game, pigs and small ruminants while large 
ruminants are present in  about 38% of  remains. he remains 
of beaver, bear and rabbit are also present (Krznarić Škrivanko, 
2015). he remains of  beaver in  both early and late Neolithic 
faunal remains may signify the use of bones, teeth and fur for 
other purposes, such as tools (Lozovskaya, Lozovski, 2015) and 
weaving, besides the food consumption. Comparison of  data 
is shown in the table.

CONCLUSION

he earliest Neolithic Starčevo culture sites in northern Croatia 
show signiicant share of wild game in faunal remains, including 
some less common such as turtle and beaver, although the diet 
consisted predominantly of  domesticated animals. he choice 
of  settlement locations near the marshes or  on the river banks 
and the settlement features, mostly pit-dwellings, further stress 
the connection with the natural food resources and mobility 
of population. With time, the diet based on domesticated animals 
prevailed although some increase of wild game in the late Neo-
lithic is noted. As the very end of the Neolithic is the time of yet 
another social and climate change, it is possible that this change 

in diet in times of uncertainty was a part of survival strategy as it 
was at  the beginning of  the Neolithic. Wild game supplement 
to  the diet is  observed during the transition from early to  late 
Neolithic. Although the sample is very small and the preservation 
of faunal remains varies from site to site, it  is however possible 
to draw certain conclusions regarding general trends of diet dur-
ing the Neolithic in the continental part of Croatia.
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ДИЧЬ В РАННЕНЕОЛИТИЧЕСКОЙ ДИЕТЕ —  
ДОПОЛНЕНИЕ ИЛИ СТРАТЕГИЯ ВЫЖИВАНИЯ?  

НЕКОТОРЫЕ ПРИМЕРЫ ИЗ СЕВЕРО-ХОРВАТСКИХ  
СТОЯНОК КУЛЬТУРЫ СТАРЧЕВО

К. Ботич

Институт археологии, Загреб, Хорватия

Р
анненеолитическая культура Старчево в  северной 
Хорватии демонстрирует значительный процент ди-
ких животных среди фаунистических остатков, в т. ч. 

некоторые не очень распространенные, такие как черепаха 
и бобр, хотя диета состояла преимущественно из одомаш-

ненных животных. Выбор места для поселений вблизи болот 
или на  берегах рек, а  также особенности поселений, глав-
ным образом углубленные жилища, еще больше подчерки-
вают связь с природными пищевыми ресурсами. Со време-
нем преобладала диета, основанная на домашних животных.




