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TO STAY FOR A NIGHT OR TWO.  
SMALL CAMPS IN A LARGE LAKE DATED  
TO THE MIDDLE MESOLITHIC IN SCANIA, 

SOUTHERNMOST PART OF SWEDEN

L. Larsson, A. Sjöström

Department of Archaeology and Ancient History, Lund University, Lund, Sweden 

INTRODUCTION

he bog Rönneholms Mosse forms a  part of  the northwest-
erly arm of  the lake Ringsjön of central Scania, southernmost 
part of  Sweden. he whole bog complex including the bog 
Ageröds Mosse actually constitutes a  single bog with its total 
area of 12 km2. It indicates the extent of a prehistoric lake that 
was later illed by organic sediment, ultimately becoming trans-
formed into a raised bog. he lake was shallow, which resulted 
in a successive illing up with organic material that started dur-
ing the Preboreal chronozone and inished during the Subbo-

real chronozone (Nilsson, 1967). Due to climatic changes and 
water level luctuations, there was considerable variation in the 
rate and extent of  illing. he illing was not restricted to  the 
shallow waters just beyond the former irm shores: organic litter 
also accumulated in  certain parts of  the lake, creating islands 
of various sizes, which could be used by humans. Until the mid-
dle of the Early Atlantic chronozone the lake was very attractive 
for hunting, ishing and gathering.

In the early 1960s peat cutting was intensiied in  bog Rön-
neholms Mosse. he area was originally covered by a 4 m thick 
peat layer from a  raised bog (Nilsson, 1935). he exploitation 

Fig. 1. A small camp with a ire place.
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in all parts of the bog has reached the layers formed during the 
illing in of the lake. he exploited area of the bog is nowadays 
c. 1.4 km2.

he method for cutting peat comprises thin layers of 10–15 mm 
milled each time, about ten times every season. he surface of the 
exploited area varies due to diferences in cutting intensity and var-
iation in the layers, exampling diferent time horizons. 

From an archaeological perspective the method is excellent 
because it  is possible to obtain an overview of  the lat cutting 
surface, and the sites can be detected before too much damage 
has been done. he bog has been surveyed annually and hun-
dreds of stray inds and small sites have been found and excavat-
ed. Somewhat larger sites have also been found along old shore-
lines on former peat islands in the central part of the bog, and 
some of these have been excavated. he sites are dated by ind 
material combined with radiometric analysis to the period from 
the late Maglemose Culture to the late Kongemose Culture. 

he stray inds of  bone artefacts, as  well as  lint and stone 
tools discovered in the gyttja and peat layers are remains of ish-
ing and hunting activities in the open and overgrowing ancient 
lake. hey have been dumped, lost or  deliberately deposited 
in open water and on the marshy peat islands in the lake. Most 
numerous inds of bone tools are the distal ends of leisters. An-
other group of bone tools are the slotted points. 

SMALL CAMPSITES

When peat cutting has reached the lower gyttja layers in some 
parts of the bog, many small sites have been found and a large 
number of  them have been excavated. he remains on  these 

sites normally constitute a  thin layer of  inds, c.  0,5–3,0  m2 
in size. In the centre of the concentrations there are frequently 
indications of a ireplace. Oten a platform, made of sand and 
some gravel, can be discovered in the concentration.

he inds are oten sparse consisting of a mixture of worked 
lints, hazelnut shells, stones, bones, pine torches, and charcoal. 
hese small sites have been found all over the peat production 
ield, which indicates that this type of small site existed across 
the whole territory of the ancient lake. 

he discovery of  such a  large number of  sites was a major 
surprise. he majority of  the small sites were found in  a  10–
20  cm thick layer of  ine detritus gyttja and in  the transition 
to the layer of reed peat above. hey are not situated on any nat-
ural elevations in the layer of gyttja. Neither is there any indica-
tion of structures to raise the height of the surface at the sites 
and make the habitation area drier. Since ine detritus gyttja 
is deposited in relatively deep water, there must have been pe-
riods of low water in the ancient lake basin during the time the 
sites were occupied. he situation could be explained in terms 
of a very short period of local low water, which is hard to iden-
tify in a large shallow basin with a lat bottom. At the time of the 
annual high water level in Lake Ringsjön the shallow western 
part was probably looded, providing conditions for extremely 
rich wildlife, with good ishing possibilities. When the water 
level rose again, ater the low water period, the sites were not 
much afected by wave action.

he small sites can preliminarily be divided into three types: 
campsites, torch sites, and production sites (Hammarstrand 
Dehman, Sjöström, 2009). Small sites with a distinct layer con-
taining inds, including both organic and minerogenic remains, 

Fig. 2. A small camp with ire place with torches.
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or  with hearths, were deined as  short campsites (ig.  1). he 
sites varied both in size and quantity of inds. he largest ind 
concentration measured 2x1,5 m, and the smallest one was only 
0,2 m in diameter. he most frequent inds were worked lint, 
small stones and torches. Sometimes animal bones and hazelnut 
shells were also discovered. he hearth structures normally con-
sisted of a thin layer of sand, occasionally with small stones. Fire 
might have been lit, not mainly for heating or food preparation 
but in order to produce smoke as wetland like the shallow lake 
must have been an extremely suitable area for mosquitoes. 

he second type of small camp sites are the torch sites that var-
ied, from a few decimetres to slightly more than 1 m in diameter 
(ig. 2). hese sites could also some stones, gravel and some lints. 
None of the lints at the torch sites had been afected by ire.

he third type of  small sites is  the production sites, with 
no signs of hearths, where the primarily use was for fabrication 
and repair of tools, and generally not as campsites. Only a few 
production sites have been found in the bog, and these measure 
up to 2 m in diameter. At these sites, production of microblades 
and microliths, for example, took place (Hammarstrand De-
hman, Sjöström, 2009). 

he remains represent the central activities of  the occupa-
tions, which were mainly focused around a hearth. he limit-
ed distribution of  the inds shows that they were all occupied 
for a  very short period, maybe only for hours or  for a  single 
night. No wooden posts were discovered at the small camires, 
so probably no solid structures were made for weather protec-
tion, as at the somewhat larger sites in the bog. 

A very limited set of tools has been found at the small sites. 
Apart from blades that were used as  knives, mainly micro-
blades and microliths have been discovered. he lint material 
is dominated by relatively small pieces of waste. Some of the 
small pieces of  lint and bone that were found in  the sand 
hearths could originate from sandy culture layers at  neigh-
bouring large sites on  land, where the sand had been taken. 
Also, no  large bones have been excavated. However, brown 
bear, aurochs, elk, reed deer and wild boar are represented, 
the last of which predominates. Bones from smaller mammals, 
such as  fox and badger, are present, as  well as  bones from 
a  small number of  birds, like great crested grebe and brent 

goose. Surprisingly enough, ish bones are rather few, with 
pike as the most common, followed by perch, while eel is rep-
resented by just a single ind (Magnell, 2010). 
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ОСТАТЬСЯ НА НОЧЬ ИЛИ ДВЕ. НЕБОЛЬШИЕ СТОЯНКИ 
НА БОЛЬШОМ ОЗЕРЕ В СРЕДНЕМ МЕЗОЛИТЕ СКАНИИ, 

В САМОЙ ЮЖНОЙ ЧАСТИ ШВЕЦИИ

Л. Ларссон, А. Шёстрём
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Б
ольшое болото Рённехольмс Моссе, самая южная 
часть Швеции, является местом добычи торфа. Сня-
тие торфа производилось методом измельчения тон-

ких слоев несколько раз в сезон. Проводились наблюдения 
с целью выявления случайных находок и остатков поселе-

ний. Было найдено и  раскопано большое количество не-
больших лагерей размером всего в несколько квадратных 
метров. Они относятся к  среднему мезолиту. Эти лагеря 
дают подробное представление о  деятельности, проводи-
мой в течение короткого времени.




