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TO STAY FOR A NIGHT OR TWO.
SMALL CAMPS IN A LARGE LAKE DATED
TO THE MIDDLE MESOLITHIC IN SCANIA,

SOUTHERNMOST PART OF SWEDEN

L. Larsson, A. Sjostrom

Department of Archaeology and Ancient History, Lund University, Lund, Sweden

INTRODUCTION

The bog Rénneholms Mosse forms a part of the northwest-
erly arm of the lake Ringsjon of central Scania, southernmost
part of Sweden. The whole bog complex including the bog
Agerdds Mosse actually constitutes a single bog with its total
area of 12 km? It indicates the extent of a prehistoric lake that
was later filled by organic sediment, ultimately becoming trans-
formed into a raised bog. The lake was shallow, which resulted
in a successive filling up with organic material that started dur-
ing the Preboreal chronozone and finished during the Subbo-

real chronozone (Nilsson, 1967). Due to climatic changes and
water level fluctuations, there was considerable variation in the
rate and extent of filling. The filling was not restricted to the
shallow waters just beyond the former firm shores: organic litter
also accumulated in certain parts of the lake, creating islands
of various sizes, which could be used by humans. Until the mid-
dle of the Early Atlantic chronozone the lake was very attractive
for hunting, fishing and gathering.

In the early 1960s peat cutting was intensified in bog Ron-
neholms Mosse. The area was originally covered by a 4 m thick
peat layer from a raised bog (Nilsson, 1935). The exploitation

Fig. 1. A small camp with a fire place.
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in all parts of the bog has reached the layers formed during the
filling in of the lake. The exploited area of the bog is nowadays
c. 1.4 km?

The method for cutting peat comprises thin layers of 10-15 mm
milled each time, about ten times every season. The surface of the
exploited area varies due to differences in cutting intensity and var-
iation in the layers, exampling different time horizons.

From an archaeological perspective the method is excellent
because it is possible to obtain an overview of the flat cutting
surface, and the sites can be detected before too much damage
has been done. The bog has been surveyed annually and hun-
dreds of stray finds and small sites have been found and excavat-
ed. Somewhat larger sites have also been found along old shore-
lines on former peat islands in the central part of the bog, and
some of these have been excavated. The sites are dated by find
material combined with radiometric analysis to the period from
the late Maglemose Culture to the late Kongemose Culture.

The stray finds of bone artefacts, as well as flint and stone
tools discovered in the gyttja and peat layers are remains of fish-
ing and hunting activities in the open and overgrowing ancient
lake. They have been dumped, lost or deliberately deposited
in open water and on the marshy peat islands in the lake. Most
numerous finds of bone tools are the distal ends of leisters. An-
other group of bone tools are the slotted points.

SMALL CAMPSITES

When peat cutting has reached the lower gyttja layers in some
parts of the bog, many small sites have been found and a large
number of them have been excavated. The remains on these

Fig. 2. A small camp with fire place with torches.

sites normally constitute a thin layer of finds, c. 0,5-3,0 m?
in size. In the centre of the concentrations there are frequently
indications of a fireplace. Often a platform, made of sand and
some gravel, can be discovered in the concentration.

The finds are often sparse consisting of a mixture of worked
flints, hazelnut shells, stones, bones, pine torches, and charcoal.
These small sites have been found all over the peat production
field, which indicates that this type of small site existed across
the whole territory of the ancient lake.

The discovery of such a large number of sites was a major
surprise. The majority of the small sites were found in a 10-
20 cm thick layer of fine detritus gyttja and in the transition
to the layer of reed peat above. They are not situated on any nat-
ural elevations in the layer of gyttja. Neither is there any indica-
tion of structures to raise the height of the surface at the sites
and make the habitation area drier. Since fine detritus gyttja
is deposited in relatively deep water, there must have been pe-
riods of low water in the ancient lake basin during the time the
sites were occupied. The situation could be explained in terms
of a very short period of local low water, which is hard to iden-
tify in a large shallow basin with a flat bottom. At the time of the
annual high water level in Lake Ringsjon the shallow western
part was probably flooded, providing conditions for extremely
rich wildlife, with good fishing possibilities. When the water
level rose again, after the low water period, the sites were not
much affected by wave action.

The small sites can preliminarily be divided into three types:
campsites, torch sites, and production sites (Hammarstrand
Dehman, Sjostrom, 2009). Small sites with a distinct layer con-
taining finds, including both organic and minerogenic remains,
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or with hearths, were defined as short campsites (fig. 1). The
sites varied both in size and quantity of finds. The largest find
concentration measured 2x1,5 m, and the smallest one was only
0,2 m in diameter. The most frequent finds were worked flint,
small stones and torches. Sometimes animal bones and hazelnut
shells were also discovered. The hearth structures normally con-
sisted of a thin layer of sand, occasionally with small stones. Fire
might have been lit, not mainly for heating or food preparation
but in order to produce smoke as wetland like the shallow lake
must have been an extremely suitable area for mosquitoes.

The second type of small camp sites are the torch sites that var-
ied, from a few decimetres to slightly more than 1 m in diameter
(fig. 2). These sites could also some stones, gravel and some flints.
None of the flints at the torch sites had been affected by fire.

The third type of small sites is the production sites, with
no signs of hearths, where the primarily use was for fabrication
and repair of tools, and generally not as campsites. Only a few
production sites have been found in the bog, and these measure
up to 2 m in diameter. At these sites, production of microblades
and microliths, for example, took place (Hammarstrand De-
hman, Sjostrom, 2009).

The remains represent the central activities of the occupa-
tions, which were mainly focused around a hearth. The limit-
ed distribution of the finds shows that they were all occupied
for a very short period, maybe only for hours or for a single
night. No wooden posts were discovered at the small camfires,
so probably no solid structures were made for weather protec-
tion, as at the somewhat larger sites in the bog.

A very limited set of tools has been found at the small sites.
Apart from blades that were used as knives, mainly micro-
blades and microliths have been discovered. The flint material
is dominated by relatively small pieces of waste. Some of the
small pieces of flint and bone that were found in the sand
hearths could originate from sandy culture layers at neigh-
bouring large sites on land, where the sand had been taken.
Also, no large bones have been excavated. However, brown
bear, aurochs, elk, reed deer and wild boar are represented,
the last of which predominates. Bones from smaller mammals,
such as fox and badger, are present, as well as bones from
a small number of birds, like great crested grebe and brent

goose. Surprisingly enough, fish bones are rather few, with
pike as the most common, followed by perch, while eel is rep-
resented by just a single find (Magnell, 2010).

REFERENCES

Hammarstrand Dehman K., Sjostrom A. 2009 Mesolitiska
lamningar i Rénneholms mosse // Arkeologisk forundersokn-
ing 2008. Hassle 32: 18, Stehag socken, Eslovs kommun, Skane.
Rapporter fran Institutionen for arkeologi och antikens historia.
Lunds universitet 2. Lund: Institutionen for arkeologi och antik-
ens historia. 2009.

Larsson L. 1983 Ager6d V. An Atlantic Bog Site in Central
Scania // Acta Archaeologica Lundensia. Series in 8°, No. 12.
Lund: Institutionen for arkeologi, 1983.

Larsson L., Sjostrom A. 2011 Bog sites and wetland settle-
ment during the Mesolithic: Research from a bog in central Sca-
nia, Southern Sweden // Archiologisches Korrespondenzblatt.
2011, Heft 4. P. 457-472.

Larsson L., Sjostrom A. 2013 Mesolithic research in the
central part of Scania, southern Sweden // Johanson K, Torv
M. (eds). Man, his time, artefacts, and places. Collection of ar-
ticles dedicated to Richard Indreko. Muinasaja Teadus, 19. Uni-
versity of Tartu, Institute of History and Archarology. Tartu.
P. 487-513.

Magnell O. 2010 Djurben fran Ronneholms mosse
/1 Sj6strom A. Hammarstrand Drehman. 2010. P. 76-81.

Nilsson T. 1935 Die pollenanalytische Zonengliederung der
spat- und postglazialen Bildungen Schonens. Geologiska Fore-
ningens i Stockholm Férhandlingar. 57/3. Stockholm 1935.
P. 385-562.

Pollenanalytische Datierung mesolithischer Siedlungen
im Randgebiet des Agerdds Mosse im mittleren Schonen //Acta
Universitatis Lundensis. Sectio 2, 16. Lund, 1967.

Sjostrom A., Hammartstrand Dehman K. 2010 Mesolitiska
limningar i Ronneholms mosse // Arkeologisk férundersokn-
ing 2009. Hassle, 32:18. Stehag socken, Eslovs kommun, Skéne.
Rapporter fran Institutionen for arkeologi och antikens historia,
Lunds universitet 3. Lund: Institutionen for arkeologi och antik-
ens historia. 2010.

OCTATbCS HA HOYb HUJIH ABE. HEBOJIbLLUHUE CTOAHKH
HA BOJIbLLIOM O3EPE B CPEAHEM ME3OJIUTE CKAHHH,
B CAMOH IOYKHOH YACTH LLIBELIUH

JI. JlapccoHn, A. LLIEécTpém

Omoenerue apxeonozuu u opesHeti ucmopuu, /lynockuii ynusepcumem, /Iyno, Ileeyus

vacTp IBeruu, siBisieTcst MectoM fo6sran Topda. CHsi-
Tie Topda MPON3BOAUIOCH METOOM M3MEe/TbYEHISI TOH-
KIIX CJIO€B HECKOJIBKO pa3 B ce30H. [IpoBopuncey HabmogeHmst
C LIe/IBIO BBIAB/ICHM CIy4YalfHbIX HAXOfIOK M OCTATKOB IIOCerIe-

l ; onpiioe 6omoro Pénnexonmpbmc Mocce, camas IoKHas

HUIL. BbIIo HalifleHO M pacKomaHo 6OJbIIoe KOMMYEeCTBO He-
OONbIINX JTarepeil pasMepoM BCEro B HECKOIBKO KBaJpaTHBIX
MeTpoB. OHM OTHOCATCA K CPeJHEMY Me3ONNTy. DTHU /areps
IAl0T MOAPOOHOE IpeCTaBIeHNe O [AesATeIbHOCTH, TIPOBO/M-
MOI1 B Te4eHJe KOPOTKOTO BpeMeHIL.





